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Excellent Prince, 
Prince 


CHARLES. 
6-4 Excentent Prives, 


C Js S1Uen ouer the 
| NS COncent of ded1- 
ating Books to 
Ne any great Perſo- 
nage. Knowing right well,that 
as badd bookes cannot receme 
countenance from any,ſo good 
bookes need -not : and finding 


Q_—_— 


TO THE MOST 


| 


#2 Had long ſince 


Az che| 


Tre EPpiSTLE 


the one and the other to bee 
commonly anſwered with i- 
lence alike. But the very title 
and inſcription ofthis booke, 
ſeemed to challenge your | 
Highneſle patronage. For to; 
whome ſhould a T reavle of 
Supremacie bee preſented, but 
(becauſe I would not ade 
rure to preſume Iygher ) to 
him who 1s neereſt in ſucceſ- 
lion to ſupreme” Dignitie ©; 
And happily ſome paſlages 
may bee found heerein, which 
are not obutous in ther Wri- 
ters. But I have beene -al- 
wayes a itranger to two dan- 
gerous attendants vpon en1-| 
nent perſons : Oſtentation 1nj 
our lelues, and flatterie in 0- 


thers. 
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DEDICATORIE. 


4 


thers. Yet will I neuer omit 
to pray to the molt High , to 
preſerue your Highneſſe , both 


in a ſafe and proſperous ſtate. 


| 

| 

| 

Your Highneſſe | 
mo#t bumble 
and 


denote, 


loun HAYWARD. 
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THE SVMMARIE. 


I He occaſion of this Diſcourſe, 
2 T he Propoſition : T hat ſupreme power in 
Eccleſiafticall aff aires, us a right of So. 
Herasgntie, 
3 Soueraigneor e Mmeſticall power muſt bee per- 
| petwal, 


| 4 Soutraigne power muſt alſobe abſolute. 

'5 Aﬀarres of preateſt importancs are annexed to 
| the Soueraigne Maieſtie, : 

6 Nothing na State of ſo great importance as is 


Relzgron. 

7 Afﬀfairesof Religion are to bee managed by thoſe 
Whobeare the Sourraignrie, 

8 IJtu dangerous for others to bee depended vpon in 
regard of Religion, 


T wo policies ancrently ob ſerned for auoyding theſe 
dangers : T 6 exclude externall ceremomes;and 
to comms the ordering of matters in Religion, 
to the Soueraigne authoritie Within the State, 

Io Inſtance of the firſt. 

I1 The ſecond prattiſed by the Tewes, 12 By-the 

Egyptians. 13 Bydmers other people. 

(14 1nthe Empire of Aſfyria. 15 jnthe Empire of 

Perſia, 16 In the Empire and pruicip.AAl 
States of Greece, 

17 Inthe Empire of Rome, under the gonernement 

of Kings. 

18 Inthe popular State of the Romane E mpure. 


vo 


Ce onans 
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; 19 In the Roman Empire vnder heathen Emp 05 
20 Jn 


| 


| 


20 Inthe Romane Empire , vnder thefirſt Chriſtian 
Emperours. 

2t e Matters of Externall or accidentall forme mn 
the Church, depended altoget hey vpon the firſt 
Chriſtian Emperours. 

22 Many Lawes of the firſt Chriſtian Emperours, 
attributed unto Popes, 


23 Matters of Faith, or of Eſſentiall forme, orde - | 


red by Direftion and Authoritie of the firſt 
_ (hriflian Emperors, 

24 T he eight generall Councells called and confir- 
medby Emperours, 

25 A ſtrife batweenethe Biſhops of Rome,nnd Con. 
ſtantinople,vwhet her ſhould be greateſt, 

26 Diners Emperors fauoured the Biſhops of (on- 
ſtantinople. 

27 By gining thu prerogatiue to the Biſhops of 
Rome,the Eaſt Empire Was diſmembred, 

28 T he ablolute power of the Biſhops of Rome in 
Eccleſiaſtical aff ares, reduced the Weſt Em- 
pire,not onely to a feeble ſtvte; but to be held in 
Uaſſalage tothe Seaof Rome. 

29 Bythe ſame power the Biſhops of Rome claimed 
Souceraigntie alſo ouer diners principal king- 

domes in Europe,and generally ouer all States 
in the World. 

30 Duwners diſtreſſes by this meanes occaſioned. 

32 The Concluſon. 


32 Certaine Queſtions propounded. 


- 
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® A MIN TJIVC 1 


|'OF SYPREMACIE 
IN AFFAIRES OF” 
RELIGION. I 


the time of the Parlia- 
ment held inthe yearc 
: 1605+ I dined at the 
houſc of the moſt Re- 
\ucrend.7 bebie Mathew, 
then Biſhop of Dare, 


Yorke;aman ofemincnt cltegme,both for In- 
duſtry and Abilitig.in his Profeſſion : equal] 
both for ſharpnes of vndexrſtanding, and for 
ſweetneſle , both in converſation and in 
ſpeech: whoſe Table being much frequented 
by perſons for different qualities well re- 
Puted, and their (ſpeeches cithgr. excited 
or maintained {of pes je commonly the 
great varietic of diſhes; anſwered with like 
varietic of diſcourſe. | oatal; 9111 

The firſt part of the dinner was pafledoper 
* 4 ſad and-ſober Hens, our congucaieer 


T hapned, thatduring | ' 


ſince: Archbiſhop. of] - 


A 


ming | 


- x < <ao_e < E_—_— FEEL ES * TE TOY 
Ce 


Of SYPREMACIEn | 


ming to giue place to the office of ourteeth; 

| and every man commendingthe goodnefle 

of our fare, by cloſe feeding vpon the ſame, 

Ar the laſt filence was broken, and ſome 

ſpeeches ſpent in matters of conceir. In 

whichveine, one of the company tooke of. 
ten occaſion to ſpeak of a T errible blow , allu. 

ding tothe ſame words inthart Letter,wher- 

by the late praQiſe againft his Mateſtic and 

the whole body of the State, was beaten out 

and brought into light, By which praGiiſe, 

not only the lines of many thouſand particu- 

lar perſons, and whatſoever elſe was deareſt 
vntothem ; but the life alſo:of this Empire, 

was moſt deſperatly endangered. 

Hereupon a Gentleman, ſomewhat more je 
were by exerciſing the office of a Tuſtice in his 
Country,began to openthe faſhion-vFf.. that 
hoate,and hatefull attempt. And further he 
proceeded to declare, what faire opportuni- 
tie was thereby opencd to ſecure our ſclues, 
from the fiery fury of thoſe home-bred ene- 
mies; who, ratherthen we ſhould not be de- 
ſtroyed,would onerwhelme vs in the ruines 
of the State: That ſeucritic could not here- 
vpon be interpreted crueltie; that hereupon 
nothing could be interpreted to be done in 
regard of Religion, bur onely for the necelſ: 
ſary defence of our ſafetic. - 

This ſpeech was diverfly taken, according 
as affeQions were diuerſly diſpoſed; _ 
di 


LO 
of 


Rt. —_—_—_—_ 
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Aured)fainedly approue it ; none did openly 
oppoſe againſt it, But heereto the B, ſaid; 
That as this, was ſuddenly, ſo happily it was 


of the' /taliens : who hauing once obtained 
the Empire of the chiefeſt part of the world, 
and not able to-hold it one way;haye cogtri- 
[ued , not onely to hold; but exceedingly to 
enlarge it another. For hauing once acqui- 


[red the greateſt worldly Empire that cuer 


of diuers Nertheraenations; they haue fince 
creed a ſpirituall Empire z compriſing not 
onely the wheleſur-facc of the earth, bur ex- 
tending to heauen, and 80 Wencerelt con- 
fines of hell. Burcſajd hejtheirmaintaining 
of two things, make the truth of their Em- 
pire much ſuſpected; Sedtian, & Craettie: by 


not poſſibly beyeirhcr.aduaced,ot ſupported. 
Hereto ]-will adde perfidious WOCA L107; 
the bane of cinill Societie, the overthrow of 


words ſhould not be taken accorging either 
totheir naturall or vſua} ſenſe; not agreeable 
ro the matter propoſed, but according, to 


| ſome reſcrued conſtru&ion, hawſocuer ab. 
1 B 2 ſurd 


| 


didliucly, ſome fatnrly, and (asit wascanie-+ 
t90 ſegerely ſpoken. Andyct hee ſeemed to] - 


admire'citheythe forrune, or fine dexteritie | 


the carth did beare,and not abletomaittain| 
the ſame againſt the, tempeſtuous iucusſions| 


which mcanes thesrueChurch of GeD can-]! 


| all humane Commerce. For it is theproper| 
office of woxds to declaregthe mind : burit | 


| 


— 
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———— | ſand; hewſhould the mindebrwndenſioo# + 


What focietivod nets ſhould nor bet, 1 will. 
notſay'ob berrer,but riot of worſe condition | | 
then 2 herd ot beafls'?! Aﬀluredly, God i tht 
I7+4anl chomoreamanwhethergrofle- | 
ly,or by fine Rratageme of wit; defecterh 
from tirs Word ,the more hee ſevereth him-| 
ſcMe: frowGop,  : | | 
- Therndimtaintnee ef this paſſage was in-. 
terropredby-ortiers, who croſſedimo ſpeech. 
of the Biff propounded in-Parliament againſt 
Recuſunts;and of the Oath of Supremacie, ' 
whidh was appointed generally -to be taken. ' 
Ofhofirſt they did but ſparingly ſpeake, as 
being a matter then handled in higheſt place | 
ofdeliberation: vpon the ſecond they main- 
tained a longer ſtay. 'Fhe B. alwayes mo- 
detatelnhisufſertions,rchearſed many con” 
| oxnieneivs@r which this Oarh ought gene- 
rally to-be taken, Whertoa'certaine wy 
replied;not diredtly contradiQing him 
inuolving his intews infuch{dfe ahanice di- | 
QinAiony: that heeiſtemed racthet to declave | 
chat hewonld nothaue the Oath impoſed at. 
all, rhen in whar faſhion hee would haveir' | 
immgoſ 136. 21 7G] is) 
Theſe obfoure 1] geeches having bred ſorhe| 
incertaintie,whileſt enery man rather conie- 
Qured then aflured what ſhould 'bee meant. 
And.Controuerſics-of conueniencie being | 
ne + and ro 'be determined: abt. my / 


_—_ 


| 


——. 


Aﬀaires of ReE L1G on, 
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of diſcourſe;becauſe all men are apt to attri- 
bute much to their owne conceits, in deter. 
mining what is comtenient : I drew the que- 
ſtion roa higher degree. Afﬀfirming, that it 
ſeemed nor onely convenient, but neceſſary 
alſo in all grounds and reaſons of State; that 
a King, who acknowlecgeth no ſuperior vn- 
der God, ſhould bee acknowledged to haue 
ſyupreame authoritie vnder God in Ecclefia- 
ſticall affaires: That this isa principall point 
of Regalitie, and therfore neceſſarily annex- 
ed to the ſoueraigne maieſtic of enery State: 
That iris a hard matrer,if not impoſſible,for 
any nation , either to grow, or long time to 
continue very great; wherin a foraine power 
holdeth the regiment in Religion : That in 
all ancient Empires and Common-wealths 
it hath been vied, Thar: h 

I could not finiſh that which Iwas about 
to ſpeake, being interrupted by a confuſed 
clamourpf three or foure at the table , who 
eſteemedrhar which Ihad ſaid, not for a Pa- 
radavee, but for an Adoxe, or flat abſurditie : | 
ſeeing many Chriſtian countries;both lately 
andat this preſent, haue admitted forraine 
goucrnment'in matters of Religion. 

\ By this time the Baſons and Ewers were 
ſet vponthe table;and al of vs were attentime 
tothe gluing ofthanks. After we had wah. 
ed,and thecloath was taken awayzthe B. vn- 


willing (as-it ſcemed }- that this Queſtion 
B 3  _ ſhould 


C4 A. A i... ade. Ao. a0 = 
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ſhould be thus taken off, began in this fort to 
[renew the ſpeech. : 

What hath bin the vic efancient Empires 
and Common-wealths,concerning ſupreme 
goucrament in matters pertaining to Religi- 
on; I haue not (I confelle) exactly obſerued. 
Butit ſeemeth indeed, rhat the politicall go- 
uernment in Ecclefiaſticall affaires ſhould be 
a point of Regaliticz and that it is a hard mat- 
ter,if not impoſible, for any State, citherto 
grow, or long timeto continue very great; 
wherein a forraine power holdeth the regi- 
mentin Religion. At the lcaſt,cither to grow 
or continue any greater, then that forraine 
power ſhall thinke expedient. 

Thar which from me was openly reieRed, 
being allowed by the B.and inthe very lame 
words by him repeated, found good accep. 
ranceamong the reſt, Whereupon I took oc- 
cafionto ſay; that ſpeech (I perceived) was 
oftentimes like vato coyne; which paſſed for 
currant , not in regard of the merrall onely, 
but chiefely in regard of the ſtampe that is 
ſet vpon it. 

_ Nay ſaid theB.beautifying his fpeech with: 
a coucteous ſmile ; we will alſo bring your 
mettafltothetouch, Thereis but one truth 

in religion, which is not ſubiect to any hu- 
| mane wiſdome or power: but the diſcipline 
cherof, or matters of circumſtance & exter- 
aall forme,arc held by our Church to-deped 


——_ 


1 


——t theme 
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vpon the power of the Prince. If queſtion be 
madetouching matter of{ubſtance, the ſame 
alſo may be determined within the realme, 
by the Clergiethereof, afſembled together 
by authoritic of the Prince. Or if the Clergie 
ofany other countrey ſhould be taken to afli- 
ſtance oraduice ; _ comeas equals, and 
not a3 {uperiors. For ſo Exſeb;u53 reperteth, 
that Cyprian Biſhop of Carthage did aduiſe 
with the Biſhop of Rome,concerning the af- 
faires of the Church : and that Dyonifeof A. 
lexandria Þ adu&d in like fort withCorrelins, 
Stephen, and Sixtss Biſhops of Rome with- 
out attributing vnto them either title or qua- 
litie , otherwiſe then as men of their owne 
order and ranke.. 

' Now, I hane read many contronerfies in 
Diuinitie concerning this queſtion, whereof 
the multitude doth rather cloy then content; 
and therefore I will not embarke you in that 
diſputation. If you can make proofe out of 


low(T ſuppoſe) that itcannot without appa- 


rant danger depend vpon a forrain power. If 


alſo you'can manifeſt , thar in all principal 
Empires and Commor-wealths, this autho- 
rity hath bin exerciſed by the chiefe in ſtate; 
you may probably conclude thart it isa Re- 


main in a manner the very ſame inall States, 


of 


other Writers,that rhis authority in matrers | 
of we re right of Regality;it will fo 
u 


galitx.For theſe rights do little yary; but re- | 


a Enſch, þ 6, 
C434. 


b £ſeb.lib 6, 
cap 46.6 bb, 
7,6ap,y.& 9, 
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of whax Lind ſocuer they.are. Anadalehpugh! 
truereligion is reucaled vato vs by,God,yet! 
religion inthe generall proccederh from na-! 
cure : for as God hath made man todo him! 
ſcruice, ſohath he imprinted in himan incli- 
nation to ſerue him ; hee hath ingrauen his I- 
mageinthe ſubſtance of his ſoule, whereby 
hee hath capacitie to know, and a defireto 
worſhip him.Inregard wherof, there is ſome 
coherence & commuairic in al! ſorts of reli- 
gio0ns;as toacknowledge that there is a God; | 
to worſhip him; to worſhipkim by oblation 
and Ge &c. For although all nations do 
notacknowledge and worſhip the trueGod, 
« Cie. deNg, | yet there is no nation < which doth not both 
Des. lb,z, | acknowledge & adore ſome. Theſe generall 
points whichnaturally, or by conſent of na» 
tions are cammoninreligion , may well bee 
conſidered, without cotending which religi- 
on tn particular is true. For this will hardly 
by all parties be agreed : becauſe cuery man 
| 4 Phil delegat. | (as Philod faith)either byſe or by inftruRti- 
|e cbyſof.in | 90 iudgeth his owne religion beſt. So eChry» 
| Aibenil.33. | ſoſkome affirmeth,that in all differences of re- 
f Singul; di- | ligion , eucry man will {ay , * 1 ſay #rae. But 
| _ _—_ chisargument which you hauc propounded 
| : being new; this point being nar pointed atby 
any whom I have feene, I would gladly 
heare you fortifie the ſame. 
Theargumentbeing new(anſwered I)an 

now newly raiſed into queſtion, you muſt 
not 


. ” _ —— 4 
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—— 


t engage your expeRation too far, I ſhal. 
doe much,if I miniſter ſome matter for bet. 
ter iudgements to worke into forme, 

The rights of Soueraigntie or of maicſtic, 
fo rearmed by Czcero;and by Liie,the rights 
of Empire,and of Imperiall Maieſtie, by T a- 
citus,Sacra regnigby Ariſtotle elm mairdus ; w- 


| tar ap ria ;@upas bEucies ; by the Lawyers,sS acra ſa- 


_ 


crorum; ſacra indiuidna, iura ſablimia , by the 


Feudiftes, Inraregalia,are nothing elſc,but an 
abſolute and perpetuall power, to exerciſe the 
higheſt aRions and affaires in ſome certaine 
ſtate. Theſe are the ape qualitiesof Souc- 
raigneor Maiefticall power, that it bee both 
abſolute and allo perpetuall, If it bee abſolute 
bur. nor perperza/, then is itnot ſoucraigne ; 
forſuch power hath bin ofteftimes commit- 
ted, by the Komanes to their DitFators;by the 
Lacedemonians to their Harmoſtes , by many 
Kingstotheir Regents, Viceroyes or Licu- 
tenants; But becauſe they haue no proprictic 
of: power inherent in'them, but only an exe- 
cution or exerciſe therof committed totheir 
charge, vnder limitation of time, becaule al- 
ſo ir may vpon iuſt cauſe, and happily at plea- 
ſure bee reuoked within that rime , they are 
nor_accounted to haue the ſame in Soue- 
raigntie. And this 'holdeth true, although 
ſuch power bee committed for a very long 
time; as the Athenians didtotheir great Ar. 


chos torten eto it becommitted alſo 
GC in 


| 


_ dw 


h 
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g Nentamer 
poſt delifiorum 
veniam tri- 
buere aut lite- 
ras ſalui con- 
dutluren cri- 
minum dave 
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ina moſt ample manner, which the auncient | 
Latines called optina /ege, without controle» 
nent Or account; ſuch as had the Portifices in | 
Rome; oras the Cnidians eurty yearechoſe 
60. of their Citizens, whom for this cauſe 
they called Amimones ; that is, men without 
impuration or account. And laſtly,although 
it be without ce1taine limitation of time;as 
ſome times hadthe Regents of France, crea- | 
red for the infancie, fury or abſence of their 
King;who before the law of Charles the fifth, | 
diſpatched matters in their. proper name. | 
Againe, if jt be perpetaal/ but not abolwte, ' 
as cither depending vpon ſome orher, or elle | 
giuen cither ypon charge, or with exception 
and reſtraint ;z.then-is it not ſoueraigne, Bop 
ſuch power was gliucnby (decree of Chartes 
the fifth Emperor to the Senate of Milan;7s 
confirme the conſtitutions of the Prince,as alſo to 
infitre aud abregate the fame ,' 18 difpence con- | 
trary 0 tbe ftatnies ; to make enablements,qine 
prevogatiues,graum reititutionsorc.that n8ap-! 
peale ſhowld bee made from the Senate ec. And 
whatſoeuer they ſhould doe, ſhould haue like force. 
as if it were dowe or decreed by the Prince. 8 Ter 
might they not grant pardon for offences, or gine 
Letters of ſafe condutt unto parties tonvitted. 
Solikewiſc inthe ancienr | ns of inaugu- 
rating the Kings of Arragon,the great Magi- 
ſtrate or Tuſticeſaid thus vnto him : Wee who 
are in veriuenet inferiour and inpower greater 
then 


"OI 
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ons are proper to ſoucraigne power : gene- 
rally it may bee ſaid, that thoſe affaires of 
ſtate, which are of greateſt importance and 
weight,arc annexed vntothe ſoucraigneMa- 
ieſty,and cannot be ſeparated from the ſame. 
For, becauſe ſome matters are of ſo high na- 
ture,that vpon the ordering of them depen- 
deth,not only the honorand dignity,but the 
ſafetie alſo and libertic ofthe people;not the 
flouriſhing conſtitution onely , but the ver 
life & being of the Common-wealth;it hat 
bcen thought fit by generall conſent of Na. 
tions, that they. cannot bee managed by any 
other authoritie,then that whercin the ſoue- 
raigntic is ſctled;whether itbe in one man,as 
in a Monarchy , or ina few, as in an Ariſto- 
crace; Or in all, as in a popular or Demecrati- 
\cal/government. They cannot bee vſurped, | 
they cannotbe b preſcribed,they cannot bee 
diſtrated or aliened, they. cannor be abſo, 
lutely exerciſed by any other, than by them 
who;beare the ſupreme Maieftie. . They to 
whoſe truſt a:Commenaweale is commir. 
ted, muſt order the chiefeſt aftaires thereof: 
they who are appointed for the very head of 


Fion to the principall aRions of the whole 
NG Ca bod Yy 


a Socictic,muſt gize both, direction and mo- 5. | 


IN 
then thy —_— thee Kine,yet with this con- 
dition,that one among#t vs ſhall have more power 
and command then thy ſelfe. 

I will not particularly rehearſe what aQi- $* 


h Alex. Lf 
lie quam de lth. 
& poſi Card. 
Flor. Jaſ. in 
proam, fend. 
Mart Land i 
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i Bald, in pro- 
em feud, 
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body. And thercfor*they are tearmed ſacra} 


acrorum i,as hath been ſaid; and alſo,rura i#- 
diuidia® : becauſe they are (1,44) the firme 
foundation and ground-worke of a State, 
and canno waycs be ſeparated from the ſo- 
ucraigntic thereof. 

But there isnothing ina Common wealth 
of ſo high nature, nothing of ſo important 
weight,as is ——_ this conſcrueth fa. 
milies, as Ewripiaes Iteſtifierh, and is a moſt 
excellent ornament ina Common-wealth m: 
yea, Ladantins aftirmeth it to bee the onel 
meanes to knit and conſerue men in ane 
ſocietie® : and that without religion the life 
of man would be filled with all fooliſhnefle, 
madneſle and miſchicfe.So likewiſe Plutarch 
ocalleth religion , the band which containerh 
all Societies , and the very foundation of Iuſtice 
and Lawesp, For as abuilding cannot be ei. 
ther faire or firme,ifthe foundation bee nor 
fairely or firmely laid; ſo if there be defeRin 
rhis part of goucrnment, the whole frame of 
State will bee neither ſeemely nor yet ſure, 
Sineſius ſaith q; Firſt,let piety be ſetled, the baſe 
and piller _—_— this Statue of 4 Kingdome 
ſhall firmely ſtand. 'Plutarchiwas of opini- 


and not yponthe ground, than a Common- 
wealth cither conſtituted or conſerued, if 


| 


— 


Cattw xpnnh, dophrhs 4p" ie trnferms d1anu tumdbyri; Faomtidg [ w 
t | 


"YOU | 
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you take away Religions, And therefore 
Numa in Livie«did firſt of alleſtabliſh Reli. 
gion, as 4 moſt effectuall thing to ſettle the un- 
»kilfull multitude *. Afterwards allo Yalerins 
7 witneſſeth, that the Citie of Rome made leſſe 
eſtimation of all things than sf Religion *, For 
this cauſe likewiſe Ari/foile 2 affirmerh, that 
the principall care in a Common-wealth muſt bee 
concerning matters of Religion, Firſt, for that 
it ſetleth obedicnce & quiet within the ſtate; 
being a bridle to retaine men in order and in 
awe: for ſo Cyrus reaſoneth in Xexophonc : 
|| If all men fhould bee religiouſly affetted , they 
would beare themſelues more iuſt and vpright in 
carriaze , both among themſelues and towards 
him, Secondly, for that it isan aſſured de- 
fence; for ſo T reſmegiſtns ſaith 9, Pietie is a cu- 
fodie and defence. Thirdly, for that it aduan- 
| ceth viories abroad: For ſo Cicereeaduow- 
ed,that,ot by palicie,not by power, but by pietie, 
and religion , the Remanes vanquiſhed all other 

' nations. And in another place: *We ſurmount 
| not the Spaniards in number,nor the French in 
| ſtrength, nor the 6 9a in ſubtiltie , nor the 
Greeks in ſciences : but we 0n1ſtrip all nation? in 
religion, And ſo Yalerins hath written : fe Em- 
ires bane not thought much to ſubmit them- 
ſelues toſacred fernice , ſuppoſing to #btaine the 
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em 


rule of humane aff aires , if they. were tvell and 


conſtantly ſeruiceable in d;uine. Allothe Poet; | 


8 Dis. teminorem quod geris imperas, 
Generally, for. that inall aftaires whether 
publike or priuaxe,it draweth our endeuours 
ro a proſperous euent; for the moſt part ber- 
ter found in the end,than it can be conieu- 
red by the meanes. For ſo Ariſtotle did: ac- 
knowledgeh,that God is more fauonrable and 
inclinable ts theſe by whom he is moſt honoured, 

On the contrary, it is impoſſible for that 
Stateto ſtand, much lefſe to floriſh & thriuc; 
where thaſetwoextreames of Religion are 
highly in ſtrength, whereto Plararchi ſaith, 
the weaknes of manis exceeding prone the 
one is vaine ſuperſtition ; !the other is cold 
carcleſneſſe and proud contempt. The firſt 
Plutarch mdoeth appropriate to barbarous 
people; Seneca ®rermeth it a mad errony : Ci- 
cero®{aith thatir ſtirreth the minds of men, 
and maketh them vaquict, And that it brea- 
keth the courage and heart, Lucretins doth in 
theſe words affirme : 

Faciunt animos huniles formidine diunm 

* depreſſoſq;premunt ad terrim, 

The ſecond isxalled by Hermes, Pagreet 
aiſeaſe and ſickueſlegf the Soule; making it in- 


clinableto ah attions that are exill, From hence | 


ariieth diſcord anddiſturbance in the State : 
from hence great calamiticsare caſt vpenit: 
which is confirmed by that of Horace. 
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Affairs of RELIGION, 


Di multa neglect dederunt, 
Heſperia mala luttuſe. Bs 
For theſc cauſes Cicero obſtrucd,thar the 
Common-wealthot rhe Romans was moſt 
enlarged vnder the comniaund of them, who 
had religion in regard. Aﬀer him Conſtantine 
the Emperor left written, {that a Common- 
wealth is contained in order, more by religion 
then by trauell of body. And 1ſtinianallo pto:. 
feſled,* that he was more carefull about the 
government of the Church, becauſe; 77 that 
be kept ingood faſhion and ſorme,the other parts 
of gonernment ſhall therebybe $edreſſed 4, ' ''' * 
, Hereuponalſo it is neceſſarily expedicnr, 
_ who beare the ſoucraightie-of 
State; ſhoutd alwayes manage the 2Mairts of 


| religiohy eiefierbythemſthaes; or by. ſonar 
thewappointmentuithinthelanieSrare;and| 


never:receitre direftionangtulefrom a for- 
raine pawer. For rhe'Chuvch(fairh Oprates) 
is2 partiof vhe Saves arid (2sdnother {ayd) 
x Religion muſt be in aCommon-wenlth, and not 
the contrary. Vpon which ground, D#etogenes 
in Stobeus ſaid; 4 per fett King maſt of neceſſity 
be 4good Commaunder,and Indge, and Prieſt y. 
And. againe: the beſt moſt beeheldin honour 
by the beſt, and that which raleth , by him that 
bearethrule*, But CAriſtotle in this poynt 
is moſt expreſſe, (For I muſt often cite theſe 


Authors to giueſarisfation vnte thoſe, who | 


regard more by: whom a thing 1s ſpoken, | 
| then 
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a Arilt, Polit, 


chen what is ſaid.) © T he King (faith hee) 5s 
ruler and diredter of thoſe things that pertaine 


7 99 | no the Gods, Whereunto ſomewhar agreeth 
"| chat of 1#ſtiniay Þ; Hee 75 accounted next unto 


God by whom the Maieſty of God is maintained, 
L will conclude theſc authorities with that of 
Saint Peter, where hee exhorteth allmen to 
be obedient tothe Kine, as tothe Sowrrargne 
or Supreame. 

Bur, how ſhould he becſteemed a Soue- 
raigne,or ſupreme, who,in the greateſt ati- 
ons and affaires of State,acknowledgerh the 
luriſdiftion of another: greater then him. |; 
(elfe 2 Whar maicſtie ſhould he be adiudged | 
tobeare,who is yncerthe authotitic of ano- 
ther man? to.reuerſehis judgments,to'cor- | 
rethislawes;to reflraine'or conffrarne.him art || 
pleaſure 4nd with: caſe ©- Retzgron' is feared | 
within the ſoule and conſcience of man; and 
is a moſt potent ruler ofthe ſame: The life 
(ſaith Plinies ).confiſtethin religion. If then 
the conſciences of a people be commanded 
by a ſtranger, if their ſoules bee ſubieR roa 
forraine power, it their lives bcat the ſer- 
uice of an externall Prince; it isbut a weake, 
but a dead dominion , which the naturall 
Prince ſhall hold ouer their bodies. Thar 
Prince whoſe ſubiefts ſoules are in ſubieRi- 
on to ſtrangers for matters of religion, ſhall 
ncither preuaile more againſt his enemies, 
nor beare greater anthoritic amongſt- his 

owne| 
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. but ina wild fury run and ruſh vpon moſt de. 


der or Prince: 


| Afﬀaires of REL1G10N, 


J— 


|. . u5 


owne people, then that ſtranger ſhall limit 
kim leauc. 

All men of theinſelues are moued with re- 
ligions, but when they are alſo thruſt on by 
thoſe who make it their purchaſe ( as Linte 
ſpeaketh © ) to poſſeſle ſoules with ſuperſti- 
tion;then doe they not inconſiderately only, 


ſperate aduentures.T he mulricude;ſaith Cur- 
tins f being weake, fierce and mutable, when it 
is once poſſeſſed with vaine religion;is more obe- 
dient to their Prieftes, then to their Commann- 


Dijodorus Siculus g hath a memorable Hi- 
ſtory concerning this point,of the Prieſtsof 


| 


| 


| 


theriuer N:/us: who held the people of «/£- 


Inpiter,in the Tland of Meroe, inuironed with 


thiopia in ſo ſuperſtitious dependancie ypon 
them, that they would ſend to them at plea- 
ſure,and giue in charge the ſlaughter of their 
Kings;no man making offer either to deny or 
rodelay their cruell command, And fome- 
times they would {end vnto the King him- 
ſelfe, that it was the will of God that hee 
ſhould murcher himſelfe ; which he would 
not faile to put in exccution. At laſt Erga- 
menes, a King of Ethiopia ſuddenly ſurpri- 
zed and flew them all ; whereby boththeir 
office and authoritic did ſurceaſe, 
Florasyyriteth, that Eunas a {laue coun- 
ecrfciting a fanaticall fury, and pretending 
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ſomediuine inſpiration,was ableto ſet fixtie 
thouſand armed men in the facc of the Ro- 
mans,euen inthe principall time of thcir po- 
licie and ſtrength ; being then hardly ableto 
deliuer $:cil;a from his ſubicion. 1oſephns 
reportethi of an Xgyptian inthe rime of the 
Emperour Claudius , who bcaring himſelfe 

to be a Prophet, vaderthat pretext adioyned 
thirtie thouſand men vnto him, in the coun- | 
trey of Iudea; with whom hee maintained : 
head againſt the forces of the Romans. Ta- 
citas writeth the like of Maricus, who gi- 
uing foorth that he was the God and deliue- 
rer of Gallie, drew eight thouſand men vnto 
him , with whom hee attempted againſt the 
Romanegarriſons. 

One of ourlate Writerg,/ reportcth, that 
becauſe in one Chapter of the £4 1coron, all 
the Muſulman Princes are forbidden to call 
themſelues Lordes, except their Caliph or 
great Vicar of their Fraghee Mahomet , by | 
colour thereof, the Mahomertan Biſhops vſur- 
ped abſolute ſoueraignetie aboue all their 
Princes; diſpoſing of principalities at their 
pleaſure, vnder the name and title of go- 
uernments, At laſt the Muſu/maz Princes, 
-uppoſing that Chapter not to haue been 
inſerted by Mahomer their Law-giuer , but 
by their Caliphes, for aduauncing their owne 
authoritie ; at ſuch time when of diuers cor. | 
rupt Alcorons they compoſed one, long time 

er 
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afrer the death of Mahomets : they tooke 
aduantage of a diuifion among their great 
Biſhops, whenthree of them did take vpon 
them the title of great Caliph together ; and 
thereupon the Princes of Perſia, the Curdes, 
the Turkes, the Tartars the Snltans of .@- | 
2ypt, the Kings of Marocco, of Fez, of Te. 
| lenſin, of Tunes, of Bugia, the people of Ze- 
netes, and of Luntune quitted themſclues of 
their obeyſanceto the Caliphes, and main- 
tained ſoueraigntie within their States, 

Elmahel in Africa, hauing gained agreat 
opinion of ſanRitic among the people of 
Marocco; raiſed them againſt Abraham their 
King;and diſpoyled him both of his Empire 
and life, » With like induſtry and art an 0* 
ther Impoſtor called Chemin Mennal, ſtirred 
the people againſt the King of Feſſe, and 
ured him by armes to yeeld vnto him 
the kingdom of Temeſna. 9 Schacoculis be- 
ing of the ScR of the Perſians, by pretence 
of pictic gathered ſuch ſtrength, that hee 
trooke many Cities in Aſia, ouerthrew the 
| Turkes forces in three great batrailes, and 
brought his whole Empire to a dangerous 
| diſtreſſe. In China there is an ancient Law, 
 thatno Religion bebroughr amongſt them, 
| without allowance of the King, and of his 
| Councell : hee that violates this Law,is pu- 
| niſhed by death. 
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ſet all Germany in vproa:c and in armes, by 
bearing himſelfe to bee a principall man in 
Religion; it ſcarce exceeds the memory of 
this preſent age. And what practiſes inthis 
kind,haue been either archieucd, or attemp- 


occaſion heereafter to touch. But for auoy- 
ding of theſe and the like dangers, I finde 
thattwo policies were aunciently obſerued, 
One conliſted in excluding all external] Ce- 
remoniesand rites: the other was, in com- 
mitting the gouernment for matters of Reli- 
gion, tO the ſoucraigne power and authority 
in the State, 

In regard of the firſt the Tewes would not 
conuerſc or accompany a man who was not 
of their owne Religion. Among the Greci- 
ans; Socrates and Protagoras were condem- 
ned, Anaxazorasand Ariſtotle were accuſed, 
tor holding opinions contrary to their recei- 
ued Religion. Joſephus writeth p,that the A- 
thenians had a ſeucre law againſt any man 
who ſhould ſpeake a word in Religion, a- 
eainſt that which was cſtabliſhed by Law. 
The Scythians put Anacharſistodeath, for 
performing therites of Bacchns after the ma. 
ner of the Grecians. Zire writeth , that a- 
mong the Romanes, the eZ ales received ir, 
part of their charge, qthat no extcrnall Re. 


Romani diigneue 
alio more quam | 
» ario colrremur 


ligion or Ceremony ſhould bee brought jn. 
And to the ſame purpoſc HH, «/Amilins 


a 
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tcd in other Chriſtian countries, I ſhall haue | 


| 


recited | 


. 


| agree in Religion : eſpecially if the Religi- 
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recited a Decree , * That noman ſhould ſacri- 


| fice in a publike or ſacred place, after a newe or 


external rite. How often ( ſaith the ſame Li- 
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| 1 Liao x5 mt 
quis in publico 
ſacrone loco, 

| B40 aut exit 


viel) haue our Fathers «nd Aunceſtors giuen | noi ſavife 


charge to the Maziſtrates, that externall Cere. 
monies ſhould be forbidden? CMHecenas in Dio 
t gaue this exhortation and advice to Aven- 


ſtus, 2 Obſerne religion after the faſhion of your | 


Countrey, and compel! others to doe the like - but 


thoſe who bring in ſiranze and forraine rites, reat 


hate and correit, becauſe they perſwade many 10 
worke alterations, from. whence conſpiracies,and 
ſeditions are oftentimes occaſioned, And this is| 
{o vndoubtedly true, that in our Countrey 
no Conſpiracie or ſ{edition in late ages haue 
been attempted , but by perfons differing in 
opinion from the Religion publikely eſta- 
bliſhedz and commonly forno other cauſe. 
And therefore it ſecmeth an crrour, vnleſle 
it bee vpon ſpeciall cauſe, to vie either the 
cqunſell or imployment of thoſe, who dil. 


on be ſuch,as it allowcth of any meanes tor 
attaining the defired ends. 

Concerning the ſccond point, 1aſtine* re- 
porteth that ir was a cuſtome among the 
Iewes, to haue the ſame men both Princes 
and Pricſts. This was at ſometimes true in 
the gouernment of the Tewes. At other 
times the Kings gaue order in matters of 
Religion, and appointed not only inferiou 
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Priefts and Officers (as did 1oſias y ) bur alſo 
High-Prieſts (as did King Salomon: ) to exc- 
cutetheir Office, For this cauſe Hoſes lefr 
in charge, * thatthe King ſhould read in the 
Booke of the Law all the dayes of his life ;, that 
hee might learne to feare the Lord his God,and 
to keepe all the words of that I aw,and theſe Or- 
dinances to doe them, For this cauſe allo 
they were ſacred with Oyle, to declare 
(ſaith Exſebius > ) both their duty and au- 
thority in matters of Religion. From hence 
it proceeded,that as the Kings proued pood 
or cuill;ſo the true Religion was either ob- 
ſeruedor neglected. From hence alſo T act. 
tws hath written : T he honor of Prieſthood is 
a great aſſurance of. power to the Jewes. The 
Scriptures doe further teitifie, that Melchi- 
ſedech was both King of Salem, and Prieſt of 
the moſt high God; and that Balak King 
of Moab offered Sacrifice together with 
Balaam. 

The Egyptians from amongſt whom the 
lewes were extracted,and with whom they 
communicated in many ceremonies; are re- 
ported likewiſe by ſome, to haue annexed 
the royall and Prieſtly dignity together. 
Marcilius Ficinus afhrmeth e out of Plats, & 
Sexerus1n Stobens*, thattheir cuſtome was 
rocleQ Prieſts out of their Philoſophers : 
& out of their Prieſts, whom Diodoruss pla- 


ccth next in dignity to the King (as Srrabo h 
Wrl- 
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writeth of the Pricſts of the Albanes) to 
make choyce of the beſt approued for their 


child of that Mercarie, who was Sonne to 
lupiter and Maia, being called by the Egyp- 
tians Texet, by the Grecians was namcd 
T riſmegiſtus;which figaificth thrice greateſt; 
becauſe he was the greateſt Philoſopher (for 
ſo is he alſo termed by Tertulani)the grea- 
reſt Prieſt,and the greateſt King : although 
Swidas coniectureth that name to bee giuen 
him, becauſe hce did expreſsly write of thc 
Trinity. 

Strabs faith *, that in Aritia hee was a 
King who was Prieſt of Diane; The ſame is 
confirmed by Suereniusl, and mentioned by 
diuers Poets, namely Onid'®. 

Ecce ſuburbane templum nemorale Diane, 
Partaq per gladios regna nocente mann, 

And Lucane”; 

Qua ſublime nemus Scythice qua templa Diane 

And Y aler. Flaccus 9; 

— Et ſoli non mitis Aritia Rect. 

And laſtly by Martial, 

Qua triuie nemeroſa petit, dum regna viator 
Ottauum domina marmor ab vrbe legit. 

The like doth #rt:m5 4 report to be obſer. 
ued in the Temple of Belona, in Cappado- 
cia. The like alſo doth Yjreil © write of 
ANnins, 
| = Rex idem hominum, phebiq ſaccrdos. 


King, Whereupon Mercurins the Grand-' 


Dis- 


ae 


LAdutſUa- 
les 


k Str8lib.s, 


I 7s Calig, c.x5, 
m De Arte A- 
wand |ib. Is 


n Lb 3. 
o Argonaut, 


lib 2, 


p Epigram,6g,” | 
lib. 9, 


q In Bel. 4+ 
lexand, 


! Ends, 


| 


OY OO OO I ————}—__ AK 


| 


24 


I3 
{ Lib 5,C4; 1 0s 


£ Lib.1 24 


Inil, Lib 11, 


u De mor Ger. 


x 1b 12« 


y Lb.2.c#, 


{ 


i 


x Lib 17.caþ 4, 
a Ove. lis.4 c 6, 
b Pauſ in Beot. 
lib.g, 


c Herodian, 
bb.s. 


d Lib.r,Hift, 


| 


Of SVPREMACIE #1 


Diodorss Siculus' affirmeth,rhat the Pricſts 


'of Pantheon were both Leaders in the field, 


and alſo Iudges and Arbitrators in contro- 
uerfies of right, Szraborteſtifieth,thar in Ze- 
la, the Prieſt had ſupreme both dignity and 
authority in all things. 1#/{:»e writcth,that 
eMida,Son of Gordins, King of Phrygia,be- 
ing by orphens entred into the orders of the 
ſacred & ſolemne Myſterycs of thoſe times, 
filledall Phrygia with Religion : wherewith 
hee more aflured himſelfe, then hee did by 
armes. T acitus v reporteth, that among the 
Germanes, it was perr.itted to no man ro 
beate or bind or otherwiſc to puniſh, but 
only to the prieſts. S:rabs ſaith * that in Cuma 
of Pontas, the Pricft did weare a Diadem 
ewiſe in the yeere,which is the Enfigne of a 
King. Fitruuins y declareth, that among the 
Trallians,the principall Prieſt had a Prince- 
ly Palace appointed for his aboad, Diodorss 


Siculus * Orgſius* and Pauſanias ® have write | 


ten, that the Prieſt of Hercules in Tyre was 
apparelled in purpure, and did weare a Dia- 
dem vpon his head. Herediane c hath recor- 
ded, thatthe Pricſt of the Sunne among the 
Phenicians, was attircd ina long garment, 
conſiſting onelyof purpure and gold; and 
did weare a Crowne of gold ſet with preci. 
ous ſtones, and that Hel/rogabalus,being Em- 
perour of Rome did exerciſe that Pricſt- 
hood, Ferd.Lopex dafhirmeth,that the King 
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menes,and muſt die in their ſacred place, as 
men conſecrated varo God, Mahoret Icft 
theOffice of chicfe Pricſt or Biſhop annexed 
tothe Regall Dignity, - and ſo did exerciſe 
both himlelfe: yer they were ſeparated by 
his ſucceſſors ( peraduenture when the 
Turkes ouercame rhem) And yet in the 
Kingdomeof Perſia, there refideth in rhe 
City, of Hiſpaan the chiefe of their Law 
whom they call «37»teeddim: And in other 
Cities are certaine peculiar heads, obedient 


diſplaced at his pleaſure, but by the King 


met and Aly were, 

Inthe firſt great Empire, Beroſas hath lefe 
written, that N;»ss firſt dedicated Temples 
to /upriter Belys and Inno his parents;and cau- 
ſedthem to bee honoured as Gods. Zamies 
ſonne to Nintas exceedingly both amplified 
and adomed; theſe Temples. Belochns with 
the rule of his Empire, exerciſcd alſo the 
Office of the high Prieſt of the ſame 1apiter 
Belus , and for that cauſe the name Beleches 
was giuen vnto him, 

. The Kings of Perſia and Media, vnder 
whoſe goucrnment the ſecond great Empire 
was founded, are acknowledged by all Wri- 
ters to haue been inaugurated to be the Prin- 
ccs of thcir ſacred Ceremonies =, And that 
E there. 
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of Malabar in Eſt India are Prieſts or Bra- ! 


to this chiefte Prieſt; who are not choſen and | 


who is not only King but Prieſt as Heho- | 
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"| thereuponthe name Sophus was giuen vnto 


them, frema woollen Veile which they did 

weare vpon their head : not for price, but 

for opinion of ſancitie much eſteemed. E- 

uenas the Driall Flamen was fo called among 

the Romans, for that his head was cnwrap- 

pedina filletof wool}. Such were the wite 

men reputed to haue been, who came to Hie-| 
ruſalem to honour Chrift ; cuen Kings of 
Parthiaz whereof euery prouince,in number 

two and twenty,did beare the title of a king- 

dome, 

' .In Athens and Lacedzxmonia,the two eyes 

of. Greece, as Leptines *and 1»ſtine fdoe 
rightly tearme them; the Ceremonies of 
their Religion were ordered by their Kings. 

The Athenians had their «ou, or King as 

Demoſthenesteſtifierh g., who was Preſident 

and chiete directer in-all their ſacred Cere- 

monies. Xenophon ſaith b, that the Kings of 
the Spartanes or Lacedzmonians, ſo ſoone 

as they were aſlumed tothat ſtate of digni- 

tie; did.diſtharge alſo the Office of chiefe 

Prieſt, tothe celeſtiall and Lacedzmonian 

lupiter. CAlexander the great Monarch of 


| Greece did oftentimes offer ſacrifice, giue or- 


der for their kindof religious obſeruations; 
and atthelaſt commandeddiuine honours to 
be done vntoi himſelfe, 

Among the Romans this was one of their 
ancient royall Lawes : Sarrorum omnium po- 


reſtas | 
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reſtas ſub regibus eſto: Let all ſacred matters be 
wnder the power of Kings, Which Law was 
ſtabliſhed by their firſt King Romulus, but 
ſeemeth alſo to haue been more anciently in 
vie: inſomuch as Serwjns Enoteth,that Yirgil 
alwayes bringeth in .£»easas preſident both 
in ation and direion in all Offices of their 
Religion, Whereof 0uid |! alſo ſeemeth to 
make mention in theſe words. 

Vtqzea nunc certaeſt, ita Rex placare 

Numins lanigere coninge debet onis. 

After Romulus, Numa Pompilias perfor- 
med allthoſe Sacrifices andRitesm, which 
afterward were committed to the Dial! Fla- 
men, Dyonyſius Halicarnaſſzus ® and Plutarch 
o affirme, that hee did beare the Office of 
Pontifex : Liuice writeth, that hee-commit- 
tedtheſame to one of the chiefe Senators 
named Marci#s. Oftheſe two Kings Ciceroq 
faith : Romulus anſpicys, Numa ſucris conſtitu- 
tis fundamenta iecerunt Romane cinitatis, The 
Kings ſucceeding performed the moſt high 
and ſacred Rites of their Religion , with 
whom as Liner writeth, the Prieſts rooke 
often aduice, concerning Sacrifices and all 
| ſorts of ceremonies : Whereupon Dionyſius 
Halicarnaſſens affirmeth ſthat rhey had the 
principalit; or chiefeſt rule of ſacred matters, & 
of Sacrifices, and that all things pertaining to 
dinine worſhip were ordered by them. 

Aker that the Kings wexe caſt out of Rate, 

- E 2 that 
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Of SvPRK'EMACIE 1 
thatthe chiefeſt in power had authority to 
giuc order in Religion, it may appear? by 

|rhe two Decrees of Senate b<fore cited out 
| of Linte,for cxcluding the vic of forraine ce- 

| 1emonies and Rites : hut more plainly it ap- 
pearcth,inthatit was decreed, t that no Bac- 
chanals ſhould bee kept cither at Rome cr within | 

!taly ; if any man ſhould efteeme ſuch ſacred ſo- 
lemaity to bee neceſsary,, .and that hee could not 

omit it without offence & violation of Religion, 

| hee ſhould declare the ſame to the City Pretor, | 
the Preio7 ſhould confult with the Senate. If it | 
ſhould bee permitted himmwhena hundred (and 
n0 fewer ) ſhonild bt aſſembled in Senate, that ſo- 
lemnit» might bee performed ;, ſo that no more 
than fiuc ſbould be preſent at the Sacifice. 
Andalthoughthe:name of King at that 
time was hatefull roche Romanes; yer they 
created a King whom they:called Rex Sacrt. 
ficulus v,or Rex Sacrificns *:ro performe thoſe 
offices of their Religion, which in former 
times were propertotheir Kings), His Office 

' was nOtannuall but perpetuall z; which ioy- 
ned to his hightitle, leſt it ſhould draw him 

ro dangerous attempts, they ſtripped him of 
allciuil authority, Hee might not beare ei- 
thercharge inthe Army ®, or Mapiftracicin 

the Common wealth.b Hee might not make 
any Oration to the People, nor dealc with 
them about publique affaires. His authority 
wasTeſtrained only to Religion; ro offer Sa- 
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crifices, and to Cctermine doubts, if any did | 
ariſe, His perſon was facrcd as Seruins no- | 
| reth <,1o thatneither violence nor deſpight 
might bee vſcdagainſt him: And yer the 
great Pontifex was preferred beforc him «, | 
inſomuch as in their Feſtiuall Solemnities he 
was placed next to their greateſt Poriifex,a- 
boue all the Flamizes e. His' Davghters 
might not bee 'compelled to become Ve. 
ſtalsf, His Wife was called Regina Sacro. 
rum's, who every Calends did offer Sacri- 
fice to k avs; her head circled with a white 
wand of a Pomgranateitrce, called: ;#arcu- 


| 


| 


certaine day inthe yecre, to admoniſh her 
not to negleRthe follemne Rites committed 
| ro het'charge. .  ! 2:70] 
They ercQedalſoa Colledre © 


| ces 


} 


' and interpret all folemnitics pettaining to, 
their Religion, to keepe atrue Record and: 
| rememberance of them : to bee carefull that] 
no Romane Ceremony werenegletted, and: 
no cxternall obſeruation brought im: ro de-/ 
termine what things were ſacred, and what 
prophane : to appoint what Sacrifices were 
to bee offered, vpon' what dayes, in what| 
Temples, in what manner, and whence the 
charge ſhould bee ſupplycd'!:- to decide 

E 3 doubts 
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doubts concerning funerall Obſequies, per- 
formancies of yowes and oathes, obſeruati- 
on of feſtiuall times and ſuch like. If in any 
matter they did differ in iudgement,that was 
obſerued, wherein the greateſt part, being 
three atleaſt did fully agree. They hadalſo 
the interpretation of the Ciuill law m,which 
for many yceres was reputed ſacred among 
the Romanes, They kept the Annales (as Ci- 
ceroſaith ®) of moſt memorable Accidents 
and atchieuements euery yeere,which were 
termed Annales maximi., as Macrobius © 
writes;and did ſetthem forth in a white Ta- 
ble called album Pontificinm, out of which 
ie was free for any man to write them.It was 
alſo a part of their charge to repaire the 
bridges e;which vntil thetime that Af milins 
Was Queſtor were madeof timber q, andnot 


maneszand ifthey were in any part decayed, 


fices.and other ceremonious obſeruancies. 
From henceit is commonly ſuppoſed thar 
they were called Pontifices, or cls as Zozimns 
in Theodoſ. noteth, becauſe the Images of 
their Gods: were firſt placed and worſhip- 
ped vpon Bridges. But Sceuola (as Yarro c 
ſaith) did moreproperly deriue that name 
from poſſe and facere, not onely in regard of 
| their eminent authority , ' but becauſe the 

word 
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Sacrifice,as Yirgil ſpeaketh; 
Cum facerem vitula 
So Cicers hath ſaid, 
Innent omnes Conſsles facere neceſſe eſt, 

Ando likewiſe P/autas- 

Facians tibi fideliam mulſi plenam, 

The Principall of this Colledge was cal- 
led Pontifex maximus ; who, as Feſtus Poms- 
peins*and Yalerins Maximus % write, was the 
greateſt Iudge in their Religion. And al- 
thoughother Priefts could not teare Em- 

treinthe Armic, or Officein the ſtate, *or 
carried vpon horſey, or beethreenights 
abſent from the City *, yet the ſame man 
might bee Conſul or Cenſor, or Pretor, or 
Magiſter equitum, (the greateſt Offices of 
that Common-wealth ) and alfo greateſt 
Poniifex : As Linie writeth of P, Licinins 
Craſſus *,and M. ecMarcellnsband of diuers 

others. ; 
This Pontifex Maximus was ſo highly ho- 
nonred in the popular ſtate of Rome;that he 
was reputed to approach neere vnto the de- 
gree of dignity, which the Kings held in for- 
mertimes<©, inſomuch as L. Floras repor. 
teth 4,that a fine was impoſed vpon Cy. Tre- 
melins Tribune of the people, for viing 
vnciuill fpeeches againſt M, £milius 
 Lepidus, the greateſt Pontifex. A Sergeant 
was appointed to goe before him ©, hee was 
| car- 
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- | {econdtime n, hee might not behold a dead 
4-| of 'death .' Hee was chicfe not only of the 
Deced, |-Colledge of Pontificesq, but alſo of him 
- | mines, ard Veſtall Virgins; ypon whom hee 


.| ment, as the quay of their offences did 
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carried-in a Cuach chaiic, calicd .Curelis 
ſella, which was reputed a royall Enſigne, 
becauſe kh omulus vied the like by example of 
the Hetruſcanes 8, His dores were adorned 
with greene Lawrellk, if he vndertooke any 
Officeor Charge, hee was not lyable (as 
were other men) either to controulement or 
accounti, whether to the Senate or com- 
mon people. : His proper ornament was a 
Hat, in token of his lofty eſtate. If any -Of- 
fendor did flye vnto him, that day hee was 
protected from puniſhment!. He was mar- 
ried aftera ſpeciall manner, called Confarre. 
atio om, His Wite muſt bee of ſingular exams 
ple,and hee might not ircrate Marriage the 


body o; hee might not foyle his hands with 
Blood x; and neither giue nor affiſt Sentence 
that was Rex ſacrorum ;, the Augures, Fla- 
might impoſe either fine or othcr puniſh- 
require. All their ſacred matters whether 


publike or private did principally - depend 
vpon his diretion. And yet this authority 


was often borne (as hath beene ſaid) by the 
hizheſt ciuill Officers of that Common- 
wealth : the eleion of him pertained to 


le 
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the people* : and prouocation or appea | 
| did 
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did lie alſo from him to the people, For ſo 
Livie\writeth that a contention did ariſe be. 
ewixt C, Sers:lins the greateſt Pontifex, and 
L. Cornelius Dolabella, a Duumuir ; becauſe 
the Pontifex commanded him to abdicate 
his Office, that hee mightbee inaugurated 
Rex Sacrificus,in place of Cornelius Dolabella. 
This when the Duamuzir refuſed to doe, the 
Pontifex ſet a fine vpon him, for which 
cauſe hee appealed and brought the marter 
betore the people. Manyrribes being aſſem- 
bled,8 the difterence debated on both ſides, 
they commanded the Duumuir to bee obe- 
dicntto the Pontifex : and yet they remit- 
ted his fine, in caſe hee ſhould abandon his 
Office. In the meane time the Heauens 
were couered with darke and thicke clouds, 
which brake forth into a terrible tempeſt, 
This being taken for ominous; the aſſembly 
difſolued, and the authority to inaugurate 
was taken from the Pontifex. 

The Common-wealth of the Romanes 
being changed againe tothe government of 
one,the chicfeſt authority in all Aﬀaires de- 
pended yponthe Emperours : For ſo * Ter- 
tullian acknowiedgeth the Heathen Empe- 
rours to bee u ſecond. and inferiour onely to 
God,before all,and aboue all, Againe he ſaith, 
x Wee worſhip the Emperour as a man next vnto 
God,and inferiour only to God. 


Anzuſtus anncxcd the greateſt Pontificate 
X to 
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Of SYPREMACTE 


tothe Imperiall dignity, to whom the peo- 
ple by the Law of Royalty transferred all 
their powcr as well in Religiovs as in Ct- 
uill Aﬀaires. And that Avgaſtus was grea- 
eſt Pontifex, it appeareth by the inſcription 
of a Trophie which he ercRed inthe Alpes 
wherein theſe words were cngrauen, IM- 
PERATORI CASARI Divil Fil, AVG, 
PonTIFIcCI MAx1Mo IMP, XIIIL. 
TRIBVNITIZA POTESTATISS.P.Q.R. 
And this was done when vnder his com- 
mande, allthe nationsof the Alpes,from the 
vpper Sea to the lower Sea, were reduced 
vnder the Empire of Rome, Szetonins Wri- 
teth that C. Ceſar was at one time greatcſt 
Pontifex,and allo Augur.SeruinsÞteſtifieth, 
that C, Caſar being Pontifex, CM. Terentins 
Yarro did write vnto him aBooke, concer- 
ning their ſacred and religious Rites. Again, 
Suetonius< affirmeth, that Galba did beare 
three Priefthoods. The ſame Suetonins 4 
ſaith, that Claudius Ceſar had the Prieſt- 
hood in ſuch honourable eſtimation,that he 
neuer made choice or nomination of Prieſts, 
vntill hee had beene ſworne. In regard of 
thisconnexion of the Empire and Pontifi- 
cate,Tacitus did write: Nunc deum munere 
ſummum pontificem ſummum hominum eſſe, 


The greateſt Pontificate was alſo born by | 


Veſpaſian,T raiane, and divers other Romane 
Emperors : And hence happily it proceeded 
that 


I —_ 


_— - -- 


| 


_ 


_—w—_—Sw_ ld. —_ 


TT Aﬀaires of REL1610N. 


— 


thatthe Maicſty oftheſe Emperors was eſtee 
med moſt ſacred; inſomuch as diuine both ci- 
tles and adorations were giuen vnto them. 
Their Statues & Imagcs were ſacred and a- 
dored,as< Tacitus and Yegetins reportzinſo- 


much,as it was treaſon for any man eitherto | ,, 


pull away,orto violatethole who did flic yn- 
to them; to melt them alſo, and alſo to (ell 


them 8. T «citzs writeth *,that L., Eanius was 


accuſed of treaſon, for melting the Image of | 


the Prince : which acccuſation although T#- 
berias did comand to (urceale, yet Swetonius 
affirmerhi, that he commanded oneto bear- 
raigned,for taking the head from the Statue 
of Anguſtus, and ſerting another vpon the 
ſame. This kind of accuſation encreaſed to 
that degree, that it was capitall fora manto 
beare the liwage of the Prince ſtamped in 
money, or engrauen ina Ring, to any vn- 
cleane or vnſcemly place. Yea, Seneca (aith,k 
that vader the Empire of Tiberius, a cer- 


{rainenoble man was accuſed of treaſon, for 
| mouing his hand to his priuy parts, in Ma-| 
| king vrinez when he did weare a Ring vpon} 


his finger,whereon was ingrauen the Image 
ofthe Prince : fo great was the reuerence 
borne vato them. 

And yet in theſetimes, the Emperours re- 
ferred many matters pertaining totheir reli- 
ion, to be determined by the Senate z part- 
ly, for expedirion and caſe ; partly, forthat 

2 they 
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Of SYPREMACIEmM | 


they would not draw all authoritic from the | 
Senate at once. So Tacitus ® writeth of a 
decree of the Senarc, for cxpelling the cere- 
monies of the Zgyprians and of the Tewes®, 
Likewiſe vnder Claudias a decree of the Se- 
nate was made,that the Pontifex ſhould confi- 
der whatceremonie of the Arsſþices ſhould be 
reteined?. So Tiberius is ſaid to haue refer- 
red to the Senate, whether Chriſt ſhould be 


in no caſc they would conſent to decrce; be- 
cauſe hee had becne worſhipped for God, 
without the publikeauthority of thceEmpire, 
The like is reported to haue beene both pur- 
poſed and propounded by Hadrian; who 
commanded alſo that Temples ſhould bee 
built in euery Citic, without any Idols. The 
like purpoſe in Alexander Sexerus is affirmed 
by Lampridius 4to haue beene crofled, vypon 
aſſurance made vnto him, from thoſe who 
gaucanſwere by inſpeRion of Entrailes; that 
if Chri# ſhould be receiued for Ged, all men 
would become Chriſtians,& other Temples 
ſhould be forſaken. 

But, when hee that would not be worſhip 
ped with other Gods, was both admitted and 
adored for God alone , when the Chriſtian 
faith was publikely embraced inthe Romance 
ſtate, religion was both aduanced and orde. 
red by Impcriall authoritie. For ſo Socrates 
r teſtifieth in theſe words . From that time 


when 


— 
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when the Emperors began 10be Chriſtians \,the 
aff atres of the Church depended pon them, in 
ſo much as the greateſt Councels were alwares af. 
| fembled by therr appointment, So Chryſeſteme 
calleth the Emperour (wealu & xprglir ) wor 
oxely the head but the higheſ! part of the head ; 
and that of all men : And that he hath (not only 
no ſuperiour, but ) no equall pon earth, x Arq 
fo did Les the firſt write to the Emperour 
Zeo: ythat royall power was ginen him, xor 
enely for goxerr ment of the world, but expecially 
for the ſafegard of the Church. And ſol:kewilc 
Gregorie Biſhop of Romeaſfirmed 2, that po- 
.| wer is graen to Princes from heaugn, not onely g- 
wer Souldiers but ouer Pricfls. Optatns ſaith: 
there is no man aboue the Emperonr but onely 


evidently dcelared in the anſwereof Deme. 
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God who made the Emperour. Butthis is moſt | £4100, & 
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trins Chomaterns Þ in theſe words: ©T he Ems. | men, lib.1 ;. ſu- 
perour being both in common eſtimation, andin [as ef ni 
very truth a skilfull Gouernour is Preſident;and | join Dew qui 
giueth firength to Synodall ſemences; hee ſetteth | feevt Jmpera- 
Eccleſiaſtical Orders in forme, hee giveth Law | b 5m1eſponl, 
for the life and ciuill carriage of thoſe 'who 

ſerne at the Altar. Andagained : to ſpeake in 


Orient, 
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| * inueighed againſt the hereſie of the Doxa- 


#5, intharthey afficm*d, thar the Church 

ought not to yſe cither lawes or any aſſ- 

tance from. Princes. And that Speech of 

Doxatus * was iuſtly condemned. Quid eff | 
Imperatori cum Eccleſia? What bath the Empe- 

rour to doe with the Church ? 

Two parts inthe Church may ſeperately 


| bee confidered: theexternall foriac, which 


confiſteth in poliricall Government or Tu- 
risdition ; And the eſſentiall forme, con- 
liſting in the true ſubſtance and foundation 


1 of Faith, 


Tothefirlt it appertaineth,to call Synods, 
to bee Preſident therein, to make Conſtitu- 
tions, to hearc and determine cauſes in con- 
trouerſze, to conferre Benefices, to appoint 
Orders for theoutward deportment and be- 


| hauiour of the Clergie, to puniſh Offen- 


dersagainſt the Church. In one word, to be 
| ludge of all Cauſes & Controuerſfies, which 
pertaine to the outward Aﬀaircs of the 
Church. And this cannot bee diſtinguiſhed 
tn nature from the Ciuill Gouernment in 
temporall Aﬀaires. For both are politicke, 
both naturall, both cogcurre, in one end: 
namely,the decent and peaceable order of 
the Common-wealth. Nothing is eternall, 


nothing ſapernaturall;nothing ſpirituall, no- 
thing divine: the Church in this regard is 
but a member and part of the Common-j 
| wealth,' 
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wealth, I will not ſpeake of remoteends, in 
diſpoſing meanes for attaining cternall hap- 
pinefſe : ynder colour whereof the Romane 
'Clergie hath indeauored todraw all tempo- 
frall Aﬀaires to their mannage and diſpofiti- 
on : but aſſuredly, theneereſtand apparant 
endof bothis the ſame, the meanes alſo are 
che ſame; even naturall and mutable , accor- 
ding to variety of time and place, Every 
Common-wealth well ordered giueth Pre. 
 cepts of three kindes. Some pertaineto be. 
 hauiour of particular perſons: others to pub- 
like ſeruice of GoD : and others to publike 


power which Kings haue,cither to eſtabliſh 
or preſerue both order and peace in tempo. 
rall affaircs;the ſame he hath, both for order 
and peace in affaires of the Church. 

And ſo we may find many things ancient- 
| ly ordered in the Church by ciuers Chriſti- 
an Emperours. For Conſtantine ;the great. 
Anaſtatins Þ & 1uſtinian i the firſt, eſtabliſhed 
order, for expence and forme of funeralls. 
The Emperours Gratian, Y alent;nian the ſe- 
cond, and T heodoſins the great k,prohibited 
that any corpes ſhould be interred within the 
ſeates of the Apoſtles or Mar:yrs. Honorius 
and T heodoſins ordeined, how many Dea- 
cons ſhould be inthe Church of Conſtantine- 
ple, and what immunities euery Church 
ſhould enioy =, Leo & Anthem:ins forbad ali- 


goucrnment in temporall affaires, The ſame| 
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hibire *chat any ſhould bee receiued for a 
Dizaconifſe , who was not agcd aboue fiftic 
yeares; which was afterwards confirmed by 
Iuſtinian?. Honorius and Arcadins forbad q, 
that Clerkes ſhould haue any thing to doe 
with publike aGions or pleas, Jofinias ad- 
ded*, that they (ſhould abſtaine from play, 
and fromall open ſpeRacles and ſhewes, Les 
and Anthemins {cnioynced Monkes and reli- 
gious perſons,not to depart out of their Mo- 
naſterics,and to liue in that modeſtic and (in- 
ceritie whereto the Imperiall lawes did bind 
them : and that no Clergy man ſhould be or- 
dained by way of corruption* : or conuen- 
ted in [udgment,in a place farre diſtant from 
his abodeu, Isft;nian ordained x, that vpon 
a certaineday inthe week Biſhops ſhould go 
and viſite the priſons, to enquire for what 
cauſe every priſoner is detained, and to ad- 
moniſh the Magiſtrates, to execute Tuſtice., 
In another Conſtitution) he appointed what 
manner of Clerks ſhould be ordained in the 
Church ; that Clerkes ſhould not remoouec 
themſclues from a leſſe Church,to a greater; 
and thar therents of the Church ſhould be 
expendcd to godly vies and ates. Hee ap- 
poyntcd alſo = the time for monaſticall 
profeſſion, and the rules which Monkes 


| 


ſhouldobſerue. He eſtabliſhed his — 
or 
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enation of lands belonging to the Church », 
V alentinian,T heodoſius,and Arcadins did pro- 
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a forthe eleion, life and behaviour of Bi- 
ſhops,and other Eccleiaſticall perſons; that 
they reſide vpon their charge; that they re- 
ſort not tothe Court, except they bee cx- 
preſlely called;thatthey celebrate not diuine 
Offices in any place which is not conſecrated 
tothe ſeruice of God b. Heedeclared what 
cauſes ſhould be lawtfull for divorce and ſe. 
peration of mariage<, as T heodoſius the yon- 
ger,and Yalentin.the third had done before 
himd, He ordained alſo,that the holy Scrip- 
tures ſhould bee read in the vulgar tongue, 
and appoynted what Tranſlations ſhould be 
1n vie ©, 
It would be both tedious and vnneccſlary 
'to make long ſtay vpon rehearſall of thoſe 
|imperiall lawes , which haue been both re- 
cciued and reuerenced for gouernment of 
the Church, For 1«/tinian profeſſed, that 
by authoritic of thelawes , both diuine and 
bumane affaires were well ordered , and a- 
painc, s There is nathing but may be examined 
by authoritie of the Emperour , for bee recti- 
weth from God a zenerall principalitie, and go- 
wernment ouer all men, The ſameis acknow. 
ledged by Pope Gregory , in his Epiſtle to 
Maxritinsh To this end is power oner all per. 
ſons ginen from heauen vnto my Lord, for affi- 
ſtance of good men, and enlargement of the way 
to beaxey, Whereupon Eſpencens ſaithi;that 
| Gregory the great did ingcniouſly acknow- 
| G ledge 
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ledge a ſoueraigntic .in Emperours ouer 
Prieſts. So Balſamon & hath ſaid, that the 
Emperours had power to appoint Patriar- 
chall Seas, according to the power ginen then 
from aboue, Whereto doeth that ot 1ſogore | 
agree |; Princes of the world haue their an! hori- | 
tie and power inthe Church , that the Eccleſia- | 
ſticall diſcipline ſhould bee held inſlrengih; that 
they who will not obſerue it by aamonition of the 
Prieſt, ſhould bee conſtrained by force of the Mas 
ziſtrate. Yea, diners of the Papal! decrees, 
for ordering of Eccletiaſticall affaires, were 
Lawes made by Chriſtian Emperours; of | 
which lawes many are yct cxtant in the Co- 
dex of T heodoſins. The Canon Indicantem, 
expreſling the office of a Iudge in cognilance 
of cauſes, attributed by Gratian to Pope E- 
leutherins , was made by the Emperour Cox- 
ſtantine®, The Canon, ſi quis 1ratns 9, attri- 
buted to Pope Fab7ay, againſt accuſers; isa | 
law of the ſame Empcrour Conftanrine,inthe 
Codex of T heedoſins. The Canons which goe 
vnder the names of the ſame Fabiane, of 
Sixtus4, and of Hadriant, concerning the 
ſame ſubiec, are found to be made by Gra- 
tianthe ſonne of Yalentinian the firſt, The 
Decrees of Pope Caius !, and of Pope Johnr, 
for reſtitution of Church goods, taken from 
Biſhops,when they were forced from their 
Sea;zare the Edids of the ſame Emperor Gra- 
tian. The Canon 2s ratione ®, attributed to 


| 
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Pope 
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Pope Damaſazs, tor order in accuſations, is 
compriſed in Theodoſius Code, vnder the 
name of the ſame Emperour. The Canon 
Nullys*, vader the name of Pelagins ; was 
made by the Emperours Honorius and Arca- 
dius. The Canon 9urſquisy,vnderthe name 
of Eutychian, was promulged by the Empe- 
rours Honorins and Theodoſius. The Canon 
Conſanzuineos*, for ſeparation of marriage 
contracted within theprohibirted degrees of 
conſanguinitie; is a Conſtitution of the Em- 
peror Conſtantive the great. The Canon Pri. 
wilegiaa, tor confirmation of thepriuiledges 
of the Church,vader thename of Anacletus, 
is a Conſtitution of the Emperours T heodo- 
ſins and Yalentinian, Ina word , the volume 
of Decrees is filled with diuers conſtitutions 
of Chriſtian Emperours; either aſſumed by 
Popes, or attributed vnto themzwithout cx- 
preſſing cither the name or authoritie of 
the Emperours, And touching the reſt, 
Pope Honerins backnowledged, that it was 
by decree of the Emperour 1uſtimian<, that 
the Canons of the Fathers ſhould haue the 
force of Lawcs. | 

Now, when any difference did ariſe in 
matters of faith; when any great Sciſme or 
diſturbance was maintained in the Church ; 
rhe Emperours did vſe to aflemble their Bi- 
ſhops in common Councell: and thoſe 


| _ that were by them decreed, were af- 
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ledge a ſoueraigntie in Emperours ouer 
Prieſts. So Balſamon k hath ſaid, that the 
Emperours had power to appoint Patr/ar- 
chall Seas , according to the power ginen them 
from abone. Whereto doeth that ot 1ſodore | 
agree |; Princes of the world haue their au! hort- | 
tie and power inthe Church , that the Eccleſia- | 
ſticall diſcipline ſhould bee held in ſtrengih; that | 
they who will not obſerue it by aamonition of the 
Prieſt, ſhould bee conſtrained by force of the Ma- 
ziſtrate. Yea, diuers of the Papal decrees, 
for ordering of Ecclettaſticall affaires, were 
Lawes made by Chriſtian Emperours; of 
which lawes many are yet cxtant in the Co- 
dex of Theodoſius. The Canon Indicantem, ® | 
expreſling the office of a Iudge in cognilance 
of cauſes, attributed by Gratian to Pope E- 
leutherius , was made by the Empcrour Cox- 
[tantine®, The Canon, {7 quis Iratws ©, attri- 
buted to Pope Fabay, againſt accuſers; is a | 
law of the ſame Empcrour Conſtantine,in the 
Codex of T heedoſins. The Canons which goc 
vnder the names of the ſame Fabiane, of 
Sixtus4, and of Hadrian, concerning the 
ſame ſubieR, are found to be made by Gra- 
ttanthe ſonne of Yalentinian the firſt, The 
Decrees of Pope Caius !, and of Pope lohnr, 
forreſtitution of Church goods, taken from 
Biſhops,when they were forced from their 
Sea;are the Edids of the ſame Emperor Gra- 
tian, The Canon ,2« ratione ©, attributed to 
| Pope 
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Pope Damaſas, tor order in accuſations, is 
compriſed in Theodoſins Code, vnder the 
name of the ſame Emperour. The Canon 
Nullys*, vader the name of Pelagins ; was 
made by the Emperours Honorius and Arca- 
dius. The Canon 9iſquisy,vnderthe name 
of Eutychian; was promulged by the Empe- 
rours Honorins and Theodoſius, The Canon 


| Conſanguineos*, for ſeparation of marriage 


contracted within theprohibited degrees of 
conſanguinitie; isa Conſtitution of the Em- 
peror Conſtantive the great. The Canon Pri. 
wilegia3, for confirmation of thepriuiledges 
of the Church,vader the name of Anacletus, 
is a Conſtitution of the Emperours Theodo- 
ſis and Yalentinian, Ina word , the volume 
of Decrees is filled with diuers conſtitutions 
of Chriſtian Emperours; either aſſumed by 
Popes, or attributed vnto themzwithout cx- 
preſling cither the name or authoritie of 
the Emperours, And touching the reſt, 
Pope Honerias b acknowledged, that it was 
by decree of the Emperour 1uſtimian<, that 
the Canons of the Fathers ſhould haue the 
force of Lawcs. | 

Now, when any difference did ariſe in 
matters of faith; when any great Sciſme or 
diſturbance was maintainedin the Church; 
the Emperours did vſe to aflemble their Bi- 
ſhops in common Councell: and thoſe 


things that wereby them decreed, were af- 


G2 terwards 
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terwards confirmed by Imperiall Conſtitu- | 
tion, So Nicepherus4, and Enſebius<© write, 
that Conſtantive the Great(who termed him- 
ſelfe Biſhop &/ ir3* ) having employed Hoſs- 
xs Biſhop-of Corduba,for compoſing the dit- 
| ference betwixt Alexander Biſhop of Alex. 
andria, and Arrius; wherewith the Church 
was exceedingly difturbed ; and perceiuing 
his good purpoſe therby nothing aduanced); 
aſſembled by his authority the Councell of 
Nice in Bithinia, which hee honoured with 
his preſence, and defrayed the Charge of 
308. Biſhops that were called to that Coun- 
cell. Of whom Exſtachins Biſhop of Anti-| 
och, oz rather ( as the Canon Law afhr- 
meth *)Conſfantinze himſelfe was Preſident g. | 
For hee ſate in the higheſt place, on a ſeate 
of gold: recciuing cuery mans Petirion, and 
ordering both the buſineſſe and behaviour 
of that aſſembly : and accepting appeales 
made to him from the Iudgement of Bi- 
ſhops ; which hee either heard himſclfe, or 
appointedto be heard by others b, Yea, he 
ſpaketo the Biſhops as their ſupreme Tudge, 
in this manner : i 7fyou bee holy Biſhops of right 
beliefe,and men feaſoned with hamanity,we ſhall 
beeglad: but if any man ſhall audaciouſl; or 
wnaauiſedly breake forth to the commending of 
theſe peſtilent Hereſies ; his inſolencie ſhall bee 
repreſſed by the execution of Gods [crnant, exen\ 
by my felfe. | 


The! 
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The forme of faith agreed vpon in this 
Councell, was preſently confirmed by Con- 
frantine , and both impartcd and impoſed 
vpon others, who had not been preſent;and 
chargegiuen vnder paine of death, that none 
ſhould- ſecretly preſerue any Bookes of 
Arrizs fromthe fire b. Afterwards the ſame 
faith was both declared and confirmed by 
conſtitution of the Empcrours Gratian, Va- 
lentinian,and T heodoſins i, 

| In like fort Conſtantine ſent for the Bi- 
ſhops, which by his commandement were 
aſſembled in a Councell at Tyre, to giuc 
accompt to him what they had done, and 
how ſincerely they had carried themſclues 
inthetr Judgements. 

Ar the time of this Counccll of Nice, 
three Metropolitans had been erected with- 
{in the Romane Empire. At Rome,at Alexan- 
'dria in Egypt,and at Antioch. (for Hieru- 


Conſtantinople was after that time built) 
And it was then decreed,that in Afcemblies 
of the Clergie, the Biſhep of Rome ſhould 
haue the firſtplace, the Biſhop of Alexan- 
dria the ſecond, and the Biſhopof Antioch 


& thoſe three creed to be Metropolitans ? 
\ Aſſuredly , becauſe thoſe Cities onely were 
the Metropolitane or Mother Cities for - go- 
ucrnment of ciuill Aﬀaires. Rome, for the 


- N 


| falem was not thena Metropolitan Sea, and! 


the third. But wherefore were onely three; 
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7 parts of Europe; Alexandria for rhe parts of 
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. | Rome wasthe head Citic 6f the Empire, the 
| Biſhop of that City had the firſt place. And 


-prefled, that for this reaſon the firſt place 
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Afﬀricke ; Antioch for the parts of Aſia ſub-' 
ietto the Romane Empire. But wherefore 
was the Biſhop of Alexandria preferred be- 
forc the Biſhop of Antioch 2 - For Antioch 
was more ancient for Religion : the faith- 
full were firſt called Chriſtians at Antioch. 
This alſo was done in imitation of the ciuill 
Gouernment of the - Empire,, For becauſe 


becauſe Alexandria was next in dignity, the 
Goucrnour whereof was called Prefettus 
Auzuſtalis;the-Biſhop of Alexandria bad 
the ſecond place, Andas Prefectss Orientis 
who gouerned Antioch,had the third place 
of honour among the cuill Magiſtrates; ſo 
had the Biſhop. of Antioch the third place 
among the Clergie.. All this doth not ob- 
ſcurely appeare by the decretall Epiſtles of 
Anacletus and Anetus. Inthe ſecond gene- 
rall 'Councell of- Chalcedon, and 1n the 
Conncell of Conſtantinople it is often cx- 


was giuentothe Biſhop of Rome.. And lo 
itappearcs, that it was not Superiority but | 
Priority which was giuen tothe Biſhop of 
Rome by the Councell of Nice. Which 
alſo being but a matter of cxternall order, 
within the State ofrhe Romance Empirc;can- 
not bee extended to ſuch: Countrics;as Ci- 
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ther then were not vnder ſubieRion,or after- 
wards freed themſclnes from ſubieQion to 


the Romanes. After this Councell Saint 
Hierome ſaid, that Conſtantine was the firſt 
Originall and Author of aſſembling agene- 
rall Councell, 

The ſecond generall Councell was afſem-/ 
bled at Conſtantinople, againſt the herefie| 
of cAlacedonius, by T heodoſins * the Great. | 
The Biſhops aſſembled in this Councell 
wrote thus in humble manner vnto the Em- 
perour T heodeſius |, Wee beſcech your CAlaie- 
ſtie, that as you haue honoured the Church, by 
your Letters, wherewith you haue called vs toge- 
ther, ſo it may pleaſe you te confirme the finall 
concluſion of our Decrees, with your Sentence & 
with your Seale. 
The generall Councell of Epheſus was 
aſſembled by authority of T heodoſius the 
younger ®, againſt the hereſie of Neſtorins: 
notwithſtanding that the. Biſhop of Rome 
did often entreate, ghat the ſame might bee 
held in ſome part of Italic. The Decrces of 
this Councell, together with the Deerees 
ofthe Councell of Nice,containing the pro 
feſſion of Chriſtian faith, were confirmed by 
a Conſtitution of T heodofius and Yalentini- 
4x", whereby alſo the writings of Neſtorias 
are condemned tothe fire, 

The fourth :gencrall Councell was ap- 
pointed by authority of the Emperour Mar. 


£14n 


Prima cauſa 

O& 07197 premys 
aathor conue- 
£101} Vuere 
fa'ts conþly, 
Hier.pa, 399, 


k Nicepblib.12 | 


£ap.lo, 

| Obſectamus 
Clementiam lu” 
am, Ut, que wr 
admodum 'itte 
71s hono» aſt ec- 
Clefiam, qurbus 
nos £01. u0caſli, 
41a firal wm con- 
C'uſionem no- 
[t:orum decre- 
lorum c orrobo» 
re. ſentent'a 
lua & þgillo, 


m Niceph, b,14+ 
cap.34, 
Leo Epiſt.g.23, 
£4.31, 


nl3,C.de ſum, 
Irin, 


— 


= 


— 


Of SyPREMACIE in | 


wt parts of Europe; Alexandria for the parrs of | 


. | Rome wasthe head Citic 6f the Empire, the 
| Biſhop of that City had the firſt place, And 


of honour among the cuill Magiſtrates; ſo 
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-preſfled, that for this reaſon the firſt place 


| alſo being but a matter of cxternall order, 
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Afﬀricke; Antioch for the parts of Aſia ſub- 
ietro the Romane Empire. But wherefore 
was the B:ſhop of Alexandria preterred be- 
forc the Biſhop of Antioch 2 -- For Antioch 
was more ancient for Religion : the faith- 
full were firſt called Chriſtians at Antioch. 
This alſo was done in imitation of the ciuill 
Gouerament of the - Empire,, For becauſe 


becauſe Alexandria was nextin dignity, the 
Gouecrnour whereof was called Prefettus 
Auzuſtalts;tthe-Biſhop of Alexandria bad 
the ſecond place, And as Prefeitus Orientis 
who gouerned Antioch,had the third place 


had che Biſhop of Antioch the third place 
among the Clergie.. All this doth not ob- 
ſcurely appeare by the decretall Epiſtles of 
Anacletus and Anwetus. Inthe ſecond gene- 
rail 'Councell of- Chalcedon, and 1n the 


was giuentothe Biſhop of Rome.. And lo 
itappeares, that it was not Superiority but 
Priority which was giuen tothe Biſhop of 
Rome by the Councell of Nice, Which 


within the State ofthe Romance Empirczcan- 
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ther then were not vnder ſubieion, or after- 
wards freed themſclnes from ſubieQion to 
the Romanes. After this Councell Saint 


rall Councell, 


bled at Conſtantinople, againſt the hereſie 


The Biſhops aſſembled in' this Councell 
wrote thus in humble manner vnto the Em- 
perour T heodoſius |, Wee beſcech your CAlate- 
ſtie, that as you hane honoured the Church, by 
your Letters, wherewith you baue called vs toge- 


Hierome ſaid, that Conflantine was the firſt | *!ima cauſe 
Originall and Author of aſſembling agene-| ,, 
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The ſecond generall Councell was afſem-/ 


of cAlacedonius, by T heoaoſins & the Great. | 


ther, ſo it may pleaſe you te corfirme the final 
concluſion of our Decrees, with your Sentence & 
with your Seale. | 

The generall Councell of Epheſus was 
aſſembled by authority of Theodoſius the 
younger ®, againſt the hereſie of Neſtorins: 
notwithſtanding that the Biſhop of Rome 
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did often entreate, ghat the ſame might bee 
held in ſome part of Italic. The Decrces of 
'this Councell, together with the Deerees 
ofthe Councell of Nice,containing the pro 
feſſion of Chriſtian faith, were confirmed by 
a Conſtitution of T heodoſius and Y alentini- 
au", whereby alſo the writings of Neſtorius 
are condemned to the fire, 

The fourth gencrall Councell was: ap- 
pointed by authority of the Emperour Mar. 
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tie9”, firſtto bee heldar Nice,afcerward yp- | 
on certaine occaſions it was aſſembled at 
Chalcedon, albeit the Biſhop of Romede- | 
tired that it might bedeferred yntill a better 
opportunity ?. 

In this Councell, Zwegriss 4 writeth, that 
both the Biſhops and temporall Iudges did 
oftentimes ſuſpend thetr decrees inthis ſort; 
Vntovs it ſeemeth right *, if it ſhall alſo like oxr 
moſt vertuous and godly Lord the Emperenr. 
And inthe end itis thus concluded; ! a/ owr 
deings being referred te the Emperonys Ma- 
ieftie. Laſtly , the Decrees of this Coun- 
cell touching Chriſtian Faith, were con- 
firmed by a publike Conſtitutien of the. | 


. [fame Emperour Martien *, About theſe 


times Les, Biſhop of Rome, profeſſed 
his obedience 9 the appointment and will 
of the Emperours, Theodoſins and Mar- 
tian, u 

The fifth cecumenicall Councell was 
aſſembled by 1«ſtinian the firſt *, in the 
Citie ,of Conſtantinople : During this 
Councell the -Biſhop of Rome came to 
Conſtantinople, being ſent in Embaſſage 
ro the Emperour by Theodatas King of 
Gothes ; But hee was fo farre from being 
Preſident, that hee was not preſont at the 
Councell, 

The fixth generall Councell was affem- 
bledat Conſtantinople, by Conſtantine the 
third; 


_ 
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third ; himſelfe being Preſident in all the 
ations thereof, In the time of this Coun- 
cell, the Emperour wrote his Letters to 
Bonus Biſhop of Rome;who then departing 
this life, they were anſwered by Aparho his 


obedience to the Emperour: u And what 
your HMateſties clemencie (ſaith hee) hath 
commanded, our Scruice hath obediently per- 
formed. The Decrees of this Councell were 
ſubſcribed by Conſtantine , Aﬀter that hee 
had commanded that ten Biſhops of the 
Eaſt, and ten of the Welt ſhonld repaireto 
his Court, and open to him the Decrees of 
the Councell : * That he might conſider (ſaith 
Sozomenes) whether they were agreed accor- 
ding to the Scriptures, and that hee might fur- 
ther determine and conclude what were beſt to 
bee done. 

The ſcauenth generall Councell was aſ- 
| ſembled by authority of the Emperour, as 
| inthe very front, -and in many other paſla- 


| Councell Pope CA4rian wrote an Epiltleto 
the Emperours, in a moſt !ubmiſle ſtile; con- 
taining many lively expreſhons of obedi- 
ence and reſpe. 

The cighth gencrall Councell is not ſo 
eſteemed by the Greekes,as conſiſting onely 
of an hundred Biſhops; and not treating of 
[any matter of Faith, but of a particular 
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tia9*, firſtto bee heldar Nice,afcerward yp- 
on certaine occaſions it was aſſembled at 
Chalcedon, albeit the Biſhop of Romede- 
fired that it might bedeferred yntill a better 


* | opportunity 2, 


In this Councell, Zxegrizs 4 writeth, that 
both the Biſhops and temporall Iudges did 
oftentimes ſuſpend thetr decrees inthis ſort; 
Vntovs it ſeemeth right *, if it ſhall alſo like oxr 
moſt vertuous and godly Lord the Emperenr. 
And inthe end itis thus concluded ; ! all our 
doings being referred te the Emperonrs Ma- 
teftie. Laſtly , the Decrees of this Coun- 
cell rouching Chriſtian Faith, were con- 
firmed by a publike Conſtirutien of the. 


. | fame Emperour Martien *, About theſe 


times Leo, Biſhop of Rome, profeſſed 
his obedience #9 the - appointment and will 
of the Emperours, Theodoſins and Mar- 
tian, u 

The fifth cecumenicall Councell was 
aſſembled by 1»ſtinian the firſt *, in the 
Citie ,of Conſtantinople : Durimg this 
Councell the -Biſhop of Rome came to 
Conſtantinople, being ſent in Embaſſage 
ro the Emperour by Theodatas King of 
Gothes : But hee was fo farre from being 
Preſident, that hee was not preſont at the 
Councell, 

The fixth generall Councell was affem- 
bledat Conſtantinople, by Conſtantine wy 
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third ; himſelfe being Preſident in all the 
ations thereof. In the time of this Coun- 
cell, the Emperour wrote his Letters to 
Bonus Biſhop of Rome;who then departing 
this life, they were anſwered by Apatho his 
next Succeſſor, Wherein hee profeſſed his 
obedience to the Emperour: u And what 
your Mateſties clemencie (ſaith hee) hath 
commanded, our Scruice hath obediently per- 
formed. The Decrees of this Councell were 
ſubſcribed by Conſtantine ; Aﬀer that hee 
had commanded that ten Biſhops of the 
Eaſt, and tenof the Weſt ſhonld repaireto 
his Court, and open to him the Decrees of 
the Councell : * That he might conſider (ſaith 
Sozomenes) whether they were agreed accor- 
ding to the Scriptures, and that hee might fur- 
ther determine and conclude what were beſt to 
bee done. 

The ſecauenth generall Councell was af- 
| ſembled by authority of the Emperour, as 
inthe very front, -and in many other paſla- 
ges thereot doth cuidently appeare. In this 
| Councell Pope CAarian wrote an Epiſtleto 
'the Emperours, in a moſt ſubmiſle ſtile; con- 
taining many lively expreſſions of obedi- 
ence and reſpeR. 

The cighth gencrall Councell is not ſo 
eſteemed by the Greckes,as conſiſting onely 
ofan hundred Biſhops; and not treating of 
jany matter of Faith, but of a particular 
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Cauſe betweene 1gnatizsand Photius, which 
nothing concerned the vniuerſall Church, | 
But that it was aſſcmbled by the Emperour, 
it appeares; as well by that which Pope Sre- 


phe then wrote to the Emperour Baſilius, | 


And what hath the Church of Rome offended ? | 
Did it not ſend Lezates at your Command, 4c- ' 
cording to the old cuſteme of Councels ? As allo | 
by that which S«rivs reporteth the Empe-: 
rourto have ſpoken in the beginning of the | 
Councell. $:xce that the fauour and prout- 
dence of God hath committed to vs the gouern- 
ment of the wniuerſalſhip; wee hane appre- 
hended all endeanours, before other publike 
cares to diſperſe the ſtormy ſtirres of the Church. 

In briefe , Cardinall Cxſanus x doth 
acknowledge that hee did eucrmore find y, 
that the Emperours and their Tudges , 
with the Senate, had ihe primacie, and 
Office of preſidencein the eight generall Coun- 
cels, And to this purpoſe by the Law of 
Conuenticles, it was ordained; that Aſ- 
{emblies ſhould not bee made, no not 
for the cauſe of Religion, but the Eme- 
perours conſent muſt firſt bee obtained. 
In regard wherof 0dozxcerz did inthis ſort 
expoſtulate with Pope Symachas, and the 
Clergic of Rome. zWe maruell that any thing 
hath been attempted without vs, for without vs 
nothing ſhould haxe beene done, our Prieſt being 
alive, In like manner Nijcephorus Þ did write | 
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tothe Emperour Emanuel Palcolozas, c You 
are the C aptaime of the Profeſſ:on of our =_ 
you haue reformed the Temple of God from 
e Merchants and exchangers of the heauenly 
__ and from beretickes, by the word of 
Goa, 

During thistime,a ſtiffe ſtrife did ariſe be- 
twixt the Biſhops of Rome,and the Biſhops 
of Conſtantinople (as did once among 
the Diſciples of C4riſt4 ) whether of them 
| ſhould be greateſt, Bur all their arguments 
were politicall , and drawen from ciuill rea- 
ſons of State : Scriptures could notthen be 
found ro maintainethe proud power of the 
one ouer the other : which could not pro- 
ceed from the ownjporent Go D,but from the 
impotent ambition of man, For as before the 
Counccll of Nice, ſmall reſpe& was had to 
the church of Rome;as «/Exeas Syluins© hath 
written, who himſelfe was Pope: So was 
then prioritic of place ccrenmnted be giuen 
to it, in regard that Rome was the Imperiall 
citicf. And therefore after that Conſtanti- 
nople was aduanced to bee the head of the 
Empire,the Biſhop thereof alleaged(as P/a- 
tinas, and out of him © Sabellicus doe write) 
that where the head of the empire was,tiere 
alſo ſhould bee the principall Sea. Bur the 
Emperour, the Senate, the maieſtie of the 
empire were then remooued from Rome to 
Conſtantinople; and thereforethe o__ 
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Of SYPREMACIEmM | 
Cauſe betweene 12natiusand Photius, which 
nothing concerned the vniuerſall Church. | 
But that it was aſſembled by the Emperour, 
it appeares; as well by that which Pope Sye- 
phen then wrote to the Emperour Baſilius, | 
And what hath the Church of Rome offended ? | 
Did it not ſend Lezates at your Command, ac- ' 
cording to the old cuſteme of Councels ? As allo. 
by that which S«rius reporteth the Empe- | 
rour to haue ſpoxen in the beginning of the 
Councell. $:xce that the fauour and prout- 
dence of God hath committed to vs the gouern- 
ment of the wniuerſalſhip; wee hane appre- 
hended all endeanours, before other publike 
cares to diſperſe the ſtormy ſtirres of the Church. 

In briefe , Cardinall Cx{arus x doth 
acknowledge that hee did cucrmore find y, 
that the Emperours and their Tudges , 
with the Senate, had the primacie, and 
Office of preſidente in the eight generall Coun- 
cels, And to this purpoſe by the Law of 
Conuenticles, it was ordaincd; that Af- 
{emblies ſhould not bee made, no not 
for the cauſe of Religion, but the Eme- 
perours conſent muſt firſt bee obtained. 
In regard wherof 0doecerz did inthis ſort 
expoſtulate with Pope Symachus, and the 
Clergie of Rome. zWe maruell that any thing 
hath been attempted without vs, for without vs 
nothing ſhould haze beene done, our Prieſt being 
alive, In like manner Nicephorus > did write | 
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tothe Emperour Emanuell Paleolozus, «© You 
are the Captaine of the Profeſſion of our faith, 
you haue reformed the Temple of Gap! from 
eMerchants and exchangers of the Reauenly 
_ and from beretickes, by the word of 
Goa, 

During thistime,a ſtiffe ſtrife did ariſe be. 
twixt the Biſhops of Rome,and the Biſhops 
of Conſtantinople (as did once among 
the Diſciples of Chri/f4 ) whether of them 
| ſhould be greatcſt, Bur all their arguments 
were politicall , and drawen from ciuill rea- 
ſons of State : Scr@urcs could notthen be 
found to maintainethe proud power of the 
one ouer the other : which could not pro- 
ceed from the omwnipotent Go D,but from the 
impotent ambition of man, For as before the 
Counccll of Nice, ſmall reſpe& was had to 
thechurch of Rome;as -£xeas Syluins< hath 
written, who himſelte was Pope: So was 
then prioritic of place coremamntl be giuen 
to it, in regard that Rome was the Imperiall 
citicf. And therefore after that Conſtanti- 
nople was aduanced to bee the hzad of the 
Empire,the Biſhop thereof alleaged(as P/a- 
tinas, and out of him © Sabellicus doe write) 
that where the head of the empire was,tiere 
alto ſhould bee the principall Sea. Burt the 
Emperour, the Senate, the maicſtie of the 
empire were then remooued from Rometo 
Conſtantinople; and thereforethe _— 
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of the Sea muſt alſo follow, Tothis the Bt- 
ſhop of Rome anſwered, thar the citie of 
Rome,from whcenc2 a Colony was brought 
to Conſtantinople, was in right to be cſtce- 
med the head of the empire : for the Grect- 
ans did vſec to ſtile their Prince (%/ Popdtor es. 
mzegnes) Emperour of the Romans : *and they 
themſclues were alſo called ( Pau) Romans. 
To this the Biſhop of Conſtantinople repli- 
ed; that it was vey true that they were ſo 
called : butthis was in regard of Conſtanti- 
nople,which was then called New Rome. 

In. this coutroucrſie Gregorie Biſhop of 
Rome was entreatcd by Sabinjan, who next 
ſucceeded him,that the difference ſhould be 
ſubmitted tothe Emperor M anritius i>Who 
admoniſhed the Piſhop of Rome, to beare 
obedicnce to the Biſhop of Conſtantinople. 

In this contention Platina | «ffirmeth, that 
divers Empc1ours fauoured the Biſhops of 
Cor(ſtantinople. In the Councell of Chal- 
cedon m jt was decreed , that the Church 
of Conſtantinople ſhould ſtand in one de. }. 
gree of dignity,and enioy equal] priuiledges 
and prerogatiues with the church of Rome, 
leauing to the Church of Rome, onely pre 
cedency of name and place, The ſame e- 
qualitie was alſo decreed before in the firſt | 
Councell of Conſtantinople », and confir- 
med byconſtitution of Honorius and Theo- 


deſins*, And to checke the aſpiring ambi- 
cion | 
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tion of both ?;ſome held opinion, that ail the 
five Patriarkes had Identitic of honour, and 
obtained the place of one head ouer the bo- 
dy; that is,ouer the holy Churches of God. 
But by a conſtitution of Les & 4 Anthemins, 
the Biſhopot Conſtantinople is declared to 
haue precedencic of place *before all others: 
which law was alledged by Photius, to con- 
firme the primacy of the Patriarke of Con- 
ſtantinople*, 1«ſtinian declareth, » that the 
Church of Conſtantinople was the head of 
all other Churches. Which conſtitution i; 
omitted in ſome editions of 1»/tinians Code. 
So 10hn Biſhop of Conſtantinople for ten 
yeares,cuen vntill his death, aſſumed the title 
of Oecumenicall, or vniuerſall Biſhop. Al- 
beit Gregorie B, of Rome, did moſt ſharply 
inueigh againſt it : notas claiming it to him- 
ft 


! 


ut as condemning it in any. Not in that 
ſenſe as ſome haue ſcnſicleſly ſtamped vpon 
it, as if hee would hane no Biſhop but him- 
ſelfe : For hee interpretes * himſelfe,that by 
this title the Biſhop of Conſtantinopledid 
endeauour to preferre himſelfe before other 
Biſhops: Bur as abfolutely condemning it,as 
a new and erronious name, proud, ſotriſh, 
peruerſe, prophane, blaſphemous ; and that 
' whoſocuer acceptcd of rhat name, did imi- 
tate Lucifer, and was the forerunner of Ant; 

chriſt : y and that thereby he would ſet him- 
ſelte(as afterwards it proued) abouethe ho. 
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nour of the Empire; and that to conſent to 

this name, was nothing clſe then to deſtroy 

che faith, * and not tobe a holy man. | 
After him ſucceeded Cyriacus; as in place, 

ſointitle of YVxinerſall Biſhop, for the ſpace 

of 11. yeares. And then Procas Emperour, 

or rather(as Zonoras and P. Diaconusa doe di- 
(cribe him) the wilde,drunkcn, bloody,adul- 
cerous tyrant of Conſtantiuople,transferred 
that title from Conſtantinople ro Rome, 
And this was done by Phocas in hate to Cy- 
riacus, with whom hee had been diſpleaſed,; 
andin fauour to Bonifacins, who hauing bin 
his Chancellor,and then inſinuated into fa- 
uour, was alſo Godfather to his ſonne, A 
marueilous change, within a narrow com- 
| paſſe of time : that the title which was ind- 
ged by Saint Gregory (iudged to bee the beſt 
Pope {ince his time ) to bee generally both 
blatphemousand dangerous; ould by ſuch 
an Emperour bee appropriated to the Seaof 


Phocas intheſe words ; Solum Romanum P on- 

tificem eſſe dicendum Oecumenicum, wempe Uni- 
werſalem , Conſtantinopolitanum vers nequa- 
quam. 

But this was a great errour in the Empe- 
ror of Conſtantinople; firſt, to ſettle ſo great 
dignitie and prerogatiue in a place, farre 
diſtant from the principall ſeat and ſtrength 
of the Emptze, Secondly, to permit affaires 

of 
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of ſo high nature to depend vpon direction 
of any one within their Empire, For, by this 
meanes the Biſhops of Romedid ſteale into 
{ſuch ſtrength with the common people, that 
by their Interditions onely, they were of 
power to withdraw them from paying tri- 
bute, and bearing alleageance to the Empe- 
rors of Conſtantinople : vpon occaſion that 
Led ſurnamed 1conomachss, had cauſed the I- 
mages of Saints to bee taken downe., Final. 
ly, they pulled the Weſt part of the Empire 
from their ſubicion; and lefr the reſidue, 
with that mortall maime, to be a prey tothe 
barbarous Infidels. 
The Weſt Empire flouriſhed for a time, 


| firſt in France, and afterwards in Germanie ; 
in which time Charles the great, and Ludout- 
cas Pius, were tearmed by publike ates of 
{ Councells, < Direders of Religion. And the 
moſt apparant cauſe whereby it was broken 
1nd beaten downe, was the abſolute and vn- 
limited power, which the Biſhops of Rome 
challenged, principally in Ecclcſ1aſticall af- 
faires ; and conſequently inall. For by enti- 
tling themſclues the 4 Y;cars of Teſus Chriſt, 
the Spouſe of the Church;the ſoueraigne Bi- 
ſhop, and Prince of all others , the Maſters 
and Lords of all the world( for theſe arethe 
titles which 1nzocent the third , Boniface the 
—_— the fift, and diuers others haue 
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ces from entermedling in matters of Relijgi- | 
on, and of the Church , and by exempring 
ethemſelues from the Indgment of all men: 

by exempting alſo both the perſons and 

goods of all the Clergie from ſecular ſubie- 
Rion(as Boniface the eight ſent letrers by the 
Archdeacon of Narbone to Phil;p the Faire, 
forbidding him to exa& any Subſidie vpon 
the lands and recucnues of the Church) alſo 
by challengigg the whole world to be their 
fDioceſle, and by binding all men vpon ne- 
ceſſitic of ſaluation, to their obedience, in 
matters which concerne the ſoules, they 
haue alwayes been ableto ſtirre vp, not one- 
ly weightic warres againſt the Emperours, 
but alto molt Riffe and vnnaturall rebellions. 

Which diſordered demeanour, Carton ac- 
counteth the onely cauſe, that brought the 
empire toa feeble ſtate, 

So lohn the third combined with Berengar 
the third,and Adalbar his ſonns, who preten- 
ded themſelues to be Kings of Italy; ro make: 
head againſt the Emperour 0tho the grear. 
Pope 1ohnthe eighteenth made league with 
Creſcentius , and mutined the people again 
the Emperovr 0rhothethird. Benedict g. to! 
ſtay Henry the black from entring into Italy, 
ſtirred Peter King of Hungary to beare him- 
ſelfe for Emperor; ro whom he ſenta crown 
with this inſcription. 

Petrs aeait Roman Petro,tibi Papa coronam q 
Gregorie 


—_——— — — 


| Emperourclaimed to bee a Fiffe of the Em- 


| 


CO Ms th 


” Aﬀaires of ReL1G ION: 


and conſecrated, without the confent,and a- 


| gainſt thepleaſure of the Emperor, and who| 
ect 


forth a Decree, whereby he excommuni- 
catedall thoſe who ſhould affirme , thar ci- 
ther the conſent or knowledge of the Em- 
| perour was hereinneceſſary:oppoſed againſt 
the Emperor Henry the fourth, firſt Rodslpþ 
Duke of Suauie,giuing charge ro the Arch- 
biſhops of Ments and of Collen, to conſe- 
crate him Emperour: to whom alſo he ſent 
acrowne wlth this inſcription. 
Petra dedit Petro, Petrus diadema Rudelpho.' 
Afterwards, weary of nothing ſomuch as 
of quiet, he ſtirred: Ecbert Marquis of Saxo- 
ny againſt the ſame Emperour, Gzlafius rhe 
twelfth, raiſcd againſt Henry the fifth Empe- 
rour,the moſt part of His ſubiects , and ls. 
cially the Archbiſhop of Ments, whom hee 
ſo ſtrongly ſeconded with the Normans 
that were in Sicily , that the Emperour was 


the collation of Biſhopricksto the Pope, 1»- 
nocent the fecond raiſed againſt Lotharre the 
ewelfth,Rozer the Norman, whom hee inue- 
ſed in the Duchie of Pouille : which the 


pire. Art the laſt the contention was com- 
poſed by mediation of Saint Bernard, who 


| 


| Gregorie the ſeuenth, who was the firſt thac | 
enterpriſed to-cauſe himſelfe to bee eleced|, 


conſtrained ro quit his quarrell,andto yeeld | 


then:liued , and was with the Emperour ; 
us | Y  where- 
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wherein the Pope ſped ſowell , that hee was 
ioyned with the Emperour 1n holding Ba- 
uier. The ſame Ipnecent the ſecond rayſed 
Guelphas Duke of Baujer againſt Coprede the 
third; whom he ayded with money, and all 
other conuenient meanes, This warre was ſo 
villanouſly crucll, that it gave beginoing to 
the two faQions of the Guelphes, who tooke 
their name from this Duke of Bauier; and of 
the Gibelines, ſo called of Wiebling, which 
was the place where the Emperour Cenrade 
had been brought vp. 

Againſt Fredericke Barbarsſſa, who ſuccee- 
ded Cenrade, Hadrian the fourth raiſcd them 
of Milan,and the other Lumbards ; Alexar- 
der thethird ſtirred the Dukes of Saxon and 
of Auſtrich, aiding them with all kis power 
to intertaine diſquietin Almaine. Pope Cele- 
ſltine the third excommunicated Henry the 
ſixth Emperour, the ſuccefſourand ſonne of 
Fredericke Barbaroſſa ; and depriued him of 
all his dignities : makivg this the meanes to 
auoyd him out of Italy into Almaine. A- 
-gainſt Ph;lip , brother vnto Henry the ſixth, 
Pope Innocent the third cauſed 0rho Duke of 
Saxony to bee eleted Emperour, whereby 
the empire was embroiled with a moſt bloo- 
dic warre. Againſt Fredericke the ſecond, 
Pope Honorius thethird raiſed the Lumbards 
in rebellion adioyning the Sicilians to the 


fide, and the greateſt part of the other tali- | 
8 ans. | 
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ans. Alltheſe troubles were ſo rempeſtuous, 
that the Emperour Rad#/ph of Huſpurge 
could neuer be perſwaded to paſſe the Alpes 
for his Coronation: affirming, thattaly was 
the Denhe of the Lion; wherofthe entrance 
was faire,but the iſſue fearfull. 

Clement the fifth armed and oppoſed Ro. 
| berr King of Scilie againſt the Emperour 


doc homage,and ſweare faith ro the Sea of] 
Rome: and intheend caufed him to bee 
empoyloned by a Iacobire, in giuing him 
the ſacred hoſt. What troubles had Lewes 
of Bauier againſt Frederickeof Auſtrich,who 
was cleted Emperour at rhe ſarne time with 
him, by the fation of Pope 1obw the 12 * 
| The ſametroubles were continued by Po 
Clement the ſixth, who cauſed Charley the 
fourth King of Boheme, to bee eleted Em- 
perour ; and yet hee could not” enioy the 
Empire vntill after the deceaſe of Lewes, 
This Charles was'a weake Prince both in 
counſiite and courage ; 'who in finour of 
the Popes did extreamly both enfceble and 
abaſe the Empire of Rome.' Naxcleras wri- 
reth, that hee entred the Citie of Rome on 
| foote;; inderifion whereof a certaine Sena- 
| tour begana ſpeech” which lee made to the: 


wvenit tibi manſuctus, 'Petrarch , 'who ti- 
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_— the ſeauenth , becauſe he wouldnot | 


| people with theſe words: Bree Rex tuus| 


aed at thar'time,-did alſo write betwene; 
"X0211 I 2 


| 


___ ſcore _ 


59 


a + 


, yi 


4 

| 2 Guie, i4 com- 
 mnent.polit, 

b Saxd. lib 4 de 
clas Dand. 
Stupenda res, & 


ſupra quam d.ci 
eſt aamiran- 
ia, vi cum j0- 
gententiſſimi 
quig, 7mpera- 
tores per al:quot 
ſetula onnem 
ſua vim in exter- 
minandis ex ur- 
| be Kema ponti- 
feibus Romenis, 
| frufire explicu- 
oſſext 3 HWA E 
j contrario, pont;- 
frees Romani 
{ abſq, vila vi Ro- 
| mano» Jmpere- 
{ cores ex arce 
Impery ſi moue- 
| 1nt, palaiiis 
Ceſarum atque 


| Lew Conner fa. 


_——. 


| ades tota wide | 
in ſuam poteſta- 


|0pder; neither. is it all-that which xbe 
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ſcorne and diſdaine of this deicion of the 
imperiall Maieſty. | | 

I omit the Tragedies which Eugenins the 
fourth raiſed againſt, the Empe1oyr S1giſ- 
mond; principally.to impeach rhe Counccll 
of Baſil. 1 omit that w hich Paw/ the ſecond 
did tochale Fredericke the third out of Italy, 
Generally they alwaycs indeauoured tocn- | 
damage the Empcrours , not only as hating | 
them. (for ſo, Gurcciardine ſaith,that it grew 
into a Proucrbc, 1t is proper 10 the Church fo 
hate the Ceſars)but as tearing to becendoma- 
ed bythem, In the cnd, partly 'by oppo- 

ing cnemics,and paitly by railing rebellions 
againſt the Emperours; the Popes haue been 
able troexpell their, gouernment out of Ita- 
ly, Whereof our Country-man SaxdersÞ 
in this ſart hath written : 1s is 4 1hing more 
aumirable then can bee wiiered, and able to 
wake a man aſlomjhed, that when the maſt puiſ- 
ſant Emperours aid for. many ages diſplay all 
their forces rp vapurpaſe., for drining the. I: 
man Biſhops from the City of Rome : now tothe 
cantrars,the Romane Ziſhops without any power, 
hane remoued the Reomane E mperours from the 
tower of the Empire, & made themſelnes Lords 
of the Palaces of Caſars, end turned the whole 
Cityints their proper poger. + = 

.., This is true (Maſter Sanders) which, you 
haug ſaid; but neither is it worthy of any 
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Popes have done. What maruell is it that 
moſt puiſſant Emperours could neuer pre- 
uaile againſt the Biſhops of Rome; when 
[their owne SubicQs were perſwaded, that 
they drew their ſwords againſt Heauen, and 
made offer (like thoſe Giants of whom the 
Poets write ) to ſcale theskies, and to pull 


haue beene of other opinion, there Princes 
haue preuailed againſt many Popes. Again, 
what neceflity hadthe Popes to vſe force of 
Armes, when the Conſciences of men were 
vndentheir command 2 when they had per- 
{wadedthe world, that itwas not ſufficient 
both ro know:and imbrace the Catholicke 
faith, vnlefle it were with ſubieRion to 
cher. :Whilltthis rule held good,Cloyſters 
and Colledges were in ſtead. of Caſtles vn- 
rothem;/and religious perſons were in ſtead 
of many Armies. Theſc were their Garri- 
ſons,theſe their Soldiers, theſe quelled the 
courage of all their enemics, by thundring' 
forth threats againſt thoſe who difobeyed! 
them; nor of death; which might bee perad- 
venture either contemned or efſe auoyded ; 


God out of his Throne « Where Subicds |} 


' but of damnatis: which as itis molt terrible, 
ſowas'it held for this cauſe vnauoydable. 
For ſo Boniface the eighth decrecd, that vp- 
on necefiity of. Saluation all men muſt bee 
ſubject ro the Biſhop of Rome. Theſe for. 
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ſcorne and diſdaine of this deicion of the 
imperiall Maieſty. | | 

I omit the Tragedies which Eugenivs the 
fourth raiſed againſt the Empe1our S1g1ſ- 
mond; principally.to impeach rhe Councell 
of Baſil. T omit that w hich Paul the ſecond 
did toChale Fredericke the third out of Italy. 
Generally they alwaycs indeauoured tocn- | 
domage the Empcrours , not only as hating | 
them. (for ſo, Gurcciardine® ſaith,that it grew 
into a Proucrbe; 1t i proper rothe Church to 
hate the Ceſars)but as tearing to becendoma- 
ged by them, In the cnd, partly 'by oppo- 
ling cnemics;and paitly by railing rebellions 
ageing the Emperours; the Popes haue been 
able toexpell their gouernment.out of Ita- 
ly, Whereof our Country-man Sanders Þ 
in this ſart hath written : 1s is 4 thing more 
aumirable then can bee wiiered, and able to 
wake aman aſlomſhed., that when the moſt puiſ- 
ſant Emperours aid for. many ages diſplay all 
their forces rp vapurpaſe., for driuing rhe. Iv. 
man Biſhops. from the City of Rome : now tothe 
cantrary,the Romage Biſhops without any power, 
hane remoued the Romane Emperours from the 
tower of the Empire, & made themſelues Lords 
of the Palaces of Caſars, and turned the whale 
Gityints their proper power. - = 
.., Thisis true (Maſter Sanders) which you 
haugſaid; but neither is it worthy of any 
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Popes have done. What maruell is it that 
moſt puiſſant Emperours could neuer pre- 
uaile againſt the Biſhops of Rome; when 
their owne SubicC's were perſwaded, thar 
they drew their ſwords againſt Heauen, and 
made offer (like thoſe Giants of whom the 
Poets write ) to ſcale theskies, and to pull 
God out of his Throne « Where Subicats 
haue beene of other opinion, there Princes 
haue preuailed againſt many Popes. Again, 
what neceflity hadthe Popes to vſe force of 
Armes, when the Conſciences of men were 
vndentheir command 2 when they had per-| 
{waded the world, that itwas not ſufficient 
both ro know:and imbrace the Catholicke 
faith, vnlefle it were with; ſubieRion to 
chem, /Whilſt this rule held good,Cloyſters 
and Colledges were in ſtead of Caſtles vn- 
ro them; and religious perſons wete in ſtead 
of many Armies. Theſc were their Garri- 
ſons,theſe their Soldiers, rheſe quelled the 
courage of all their enemics, by thundring:' 
forth threats againſt thoſe who difobcycd} 
them; nor of death; which might bee perad- 
venture either contemned or elſe auoyded ; 
' but of damnatis: which as itis molt terrible, 
ſowas it held for this cauſe vnauoydable. 
For ſo Boniface the eighth decrecd, that vp- 
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| of other Biſhops. :And on the other ſide, 


| thePope,8cto receiue the Imperiall Crown 
| fromhim. Whereupon Pope Pivs the fifth 


| nand by his Legar, fornegledting to receiue 
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theſe might any State bee ſupplanted. 

By theſe means the Biſhopsof Rome were 
cakdy able,not only todriue the Roman Em- 
perours from the chiefe Tower and Seate of 
the Empire; bur alſo making one wrong the 
cauſe of another, to reduce them to avery 
low degree both of power and of authority 
withia Almaine; and ro hold them as no 
better then vaſſalsto their Sea *.. For afrer 
thateight Emperours had beene excommu- 
nicate by Popes;namcly, Frederickethe firſt, 
Frederickethe ſecond, Philip, Conrade, Orbo 
the fourth, Zewes of Bavaria, Henry the 
fourth,and Henry the fifth,(which was 0cca- 
ſton enough for their SubicRs to reuolr,and 
forother Princes to inuade) the: ſucceeding 
Cmgeny vnwilling, bur principally 
vnableto ſuſtainefo ſad and heauy'blowes, 
ſubmitted themſclues tothe. Papall power, 
renouncedthe right,which by long cuſtome 

they claimed, incleRion of the Pope, and 


the Emperour Charles the fourth acknow- 
[edged by his Letcers Parents *, that al- 
though hee was eletcd Emperour by the 
Princes ; yet hee was to bee confirmed by! 


did ſharply 'rebake the Emperour Ferd;- 


of him che | ImperialliiCrowne-g- neither 


woul 
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would hee admit the Emperours excuſe, but 
had proceeded by Excommunication to 
compell him,had hee not by intreaty. of the 
French King, and of King Phi/ip of Spainc 
rhe Emperours Kinſman, beene otherwiſe 
appealed. 

Heerewith they hauc heaped many vnſa- 
uory ſpeeches againſt Emperors and Kings. 
As that the Emperour is the Popes mana. 
That how much the moore is leſſe thenthe Sun, 
ſo much is the Emperoar inferiour tothe Pope Þ, 
That there is no doubt but that the Pope hath 
a 209-49 ouerthe Empire<: That Prieſts are 

the Fathers and CAMaſters of Kings and 
Princes; and that it is a miſerable madneſſe 
for children to ſubiett their Fathers, or Schol- 
lers their Maſters 4, That Chriſtian Empe- 
rours muſt ſubicct their executions ts Eccle- 
fiafticall Prelates e, With divers like im- 
modeſt dreames ; deliuered vnto vs for di- 
uine Qraclecs. | 
In the forme of the ' Coronation of the 
Emperours , which was approued by the 
Emperour Charles the fourth, and is keptin 
the Yaticare at Rome;many ſeruile ceremo- 


| 
' miniſtring to the Pope when he ſaith Maſle ; 
and that after diuine ſcruice he holdeth the 
Rirrop, whilſt the Pope mounteth to horſe; 


nies arecontained. As that the Emperour |. 
ſupplyeth the Office of a Sub-deacon, in | 
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the bridle. Add heere to the kiſfling of the | 
Popes feete, as Charles the fifth did, ar Bo- 
nonia, at Rome, and laſt of all at Marſielles 
in Prouence, in the preſence of diuers other | 
great Princes;: add their humble ſubſcrip- 
tionsro the Pope; 1 kiſſe the hands and feete 
of your holineſſe : add that they muſt ſeeke 
the Pope for receiuing the Imperiall crowne 
whereſocuer hee ſhall bee; and follow him 
ifhee chance to remoue : with diuers like 
rokens' and teſtimones of derection of the 
Maieſty of the State, and ſub:ee7:07 rhereof 
to the Sea of Rome. For further declaration 
whereof, during the life of the Emperourt, 
the Popes challenge to bee his Iudge; and 


.| the Emperiall ſeat being void, they claime 


theexercife of Imperiall power, and haue|. 
gincn inueſtitures & receiued fealty of thoſe 
who held of the Empire ; as of 10h» and Lu- 
chin,V icounts of Milaine *. For which cauſe 
theCanoniſts alſo(who loving their ambiti- 
on better then their liues ſer vp theſe ſtrings 
to the higheſt ſtraine) maintaine opinion, 
that the Emperour cannot refigne his Impe- 
riall dignity to any other then the Pope: and 
that it is a ſtraine of hereſie * not to belecue 
thatthe Emperour is ſubieR tothe Pope ; 
and that theEmperour is but the Popes Mi- 
niſter*ro vſe his Sword onely at his becke, 
Laſtly, Pope Clement the fifth cxpreſsly de- 
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Emperour maketh tothe Pope, is no other 
thenan Oath of fealtie, 

Neither hath ic been againſt the Empire 
onely.chat the Popes haue had this power to 
preuaile, bur againſt diuersother Chriſtian 
countries : in{o mach as they haue claimed 
to hold, cither as feudataries, or astributa- 
ries to their Sea, the kingdome of Naples, 
Sicilie , Hieruſalem, Sardinia, —_— Arra- 
gon, Portagale, Nauarre, Ireland, England, 
Scotland, Poland ,, Hnngary , to which Cuta- 
cigs *adioyneth the kingdome of Fraurce, 
which Pope Boniface the cight, declared to 
ce deuolued to the Church, forthe con- 
tempt and diſobedience of King Philip the 
Faire : *for thus hee ſent him word by the 
Archdeacon of Narbone T hat for his con- 
tumacie , and for violating the law of Nations, 
the kingdome of Fraunce was deuolued to the 
Church of Rome. Which for this cauſe hee 
2aue, together with the Empire, to Albert 
Archduke of Auftria. And Pope Alexander 
the ſixt in dividing the late diſcouered parts 
of the world, betweene the Kings of Caſtile 
and Portugale, expreſſely reſerued ro his 
Sea, the Iuriſdition and Soueraigntie of 
them,by conſent of both Kings ; who from 
that time bc came his vaſlals , of allthe pur- 
chaſes and conqueſts which before they had 
atchicued,or intended to enterpriſe intimes 


to enſue. Generally, they challenge tempo- 
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m_——_— +. f.de irall ſoucraigntie inall countries >;habitually | 
Boptiſm. at thelcaſt; which at pleaſure they may pro. 
© Pen. ine 1, d | duceinto aRt© : whereby the ſubtects of any 
focemp. & m | Stare may haue recourſe vnto them; to 
A /v at. " . . . 
nn fdy.| forme complaint, or ſuite againſt their 
| ebua.de appell, | Princee; to bee relicued or protected by 
{ © Parte \themgand to receiue priuilecges & immuni- 

| de prob.,n,2.c6 5" IP: PP R f | | If h 
&9.6, ties at their nands*, Wherby allo they may 
t Pan,ineper | judge the ations of Princes; and vpon ſuch 
Rs cauſe as they ſhall thinke mcer, puniſh, ex- | 
legiti, — | communicate,depriue them, denounce pub- 
gPaninde, | like warre againſtthem 8 : free their ſubicRs | 
per venerablem = io ) ; 
d fentet.12, from ſubiection vato them. As Pope Prus 
deinreiur, & | the firſt; not onely abſolucd the ſubiects off 
pet England from their allegeance to the late 
tervir,@ vx, | Queene Elizabeth, but commaunded them 
| alſo to turne Traytors , and take armes a- 
Pix: 5, inbulla | gainſt her*. After which Bull few yeares pal- 
ſed without ſome notable attempr, cither a- 
_— eainſt her perſon,oragainſt the State, Herc- 
Th 7» Biblinb, | vpon Poſciuimas ſaithh: 1t 75 indeed that no 
ſeleapa.r7. | Chriſtian Monarch hath his crowne wholly ginen 
him from Heauen , vnlcſſe it receiues firmeneſſe 
and ſtrength from Chrifts Vicar, And likewiſe 
Sancins , as hee is alleaged and followed by 
3 De Pot, Rem, | Carerius\ ; Tt is hulaen according to natarall, 
pant vge"3t» | morall, and diuine Law,that the dominron of the 
Romane Biſhop, is the true aud onely immediate 
dominion in all the world : and that the impe- 
riall dominion of 'Kings dependeth upon it, and 
pwerh ſermce and attendance theretoy as u} 
| meanes, 
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meanes, miniſter and inſtrument : and that by | 

him it receiueth inſtitution and Ordination,and 

at the commaundement of the Papall dominion, 

it may bee either chaſtiſed or remooued, CAnd p 
that in the gouernment of the world , ſecular do- 
minionts not neceſſary; either in pure and meere, 

'or in expedient neceffitie. T herefore (ſaith he); 
_—_ this article we ſay; that inall the world 
there is but one dominion,and but one vniuerſall 

and ſupreme Monarchand this is Chrifts Vicar, 

| according to that in Daniel(k : Heegaue him | 4 Dan.7.14, 
dominion,and honour,and kingdome;and all 
people and languages ſhall ſerue him. 1» him 
| therefore is the fountaine and originall of all do- | 
minion, and from him the other powers do flow, | 
Andalbeit theſe frenfies haue alwayes been | 
| encountred by men of moſt approued indg-) 
| ment; albeit this was neuer allowed to bee a 
right; yet how in fattit hath been practiſed 
| and obſerued; Blowdus teſtifieth in ſaying! :| 1 zlomd 7uf, 
| That all Princes of the world did honour | #me.4ib 3. 


' Ones grincapes | . 


and worſhip the Popeas GoD : and that al- | ,,;; vr uum 
moſt all Europe fent greater tribates to; Tontificem ut 
_ , Orat leaſt'equalltothoſe of ancient Verne, yY 
i1MCs, ; ; | co'nnt, Ee 
Ir would: bee-very tedious to giue but a} 
light rouch; to all the deſperate diſtreſſey| 
that heereuþon'haue been occaltoned,int di; | 
uers forraine countries; 'which ourof their | 
Annals may be furniſhed with eaſe. Andthe 
ſequell now ſheweth, thar the chiete en; 
Ly -: Sa _. creaſe! _. 
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creaſe and eſtabliſhment of the Turkiſh Em- 

pixe, hath proceeded from the. outragious 

warres,which by this meanes hauc been oc- 

calioned among the Chriſtians : for this 

hath been the principall rempeſt that hath 

troubled all the calme ſeas of Europe z and 
cauſed her on all ſides to barh her limmes in 
the blood of her children, Againſt our 
owne State wee cannot bee ignorant , what 
heerctofore hath been acted , eſpecially vn- 
der the raigne of King 1ohx. What hath 
been lately,, what freſhly, what is daily at- 
tempted, it cannot poſſibly eſcape the me- 
morie of thoſe that liue in this preſent age : 
And for helpe of thoſe who are to ſucceed, 
.report thereof ſhall bee made at large, ina 
Hiſtory intended for the times lately paſſed, 
and now preſently running, The accumula- 
ting of theſe examples inthis place, would 
bea matter of ſome labour,for clearing that 
which hath little doubr, 

And itis doubtfull whether the aſpiring 
to this vnlimitted authotitic hath more ſha- 
ken Chriſtian Common-wealthes, or the 
Church of Rome, For firſt, whileſt the 
Pope and his Clergie endeauoured by all 
| meanes , without meane, to aduance this 
| temporall ſoueraigntie ouer all the world, 

Pictte and Religion. did not onely decline 
by degrees,but runne headlong toa ruinous 


: | fall. For ſo CMachianel could ſay =, T hat 
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there was no where ' pietie and Religion, 
then in theſe who dwelt neereſt to Rome, And 
Hoſpinian afficmeth %that thename of Chri-. 
ſtian in the Italian tongue, was vſed to note a 
blockhead,or a foole, 

| Secondly, vponthis oceaſton-many coun- 
tries fell\away , not onely from the domini. 
on, but from the doctrine of the Church of 
| Roms. For when they ſaw that their maine 
| drift was totemporall greatneſſe; tharmany 
concluſious tending to that end, were ob. 
truded by them , as articles of faith : they 
began to examine their Euidence, tolooke 
into their Title, and to cut off that power 
which would not bee confined. It was odi- 
ous to tie Heathen, that Domitian would be 
called, Our Lord God the Emperour 9, What 
then ſhould Chriſtians think of him, whom 
they heard praclaimed; Owr Lord God the 
Pope? Gods Vicar wpon earth yp? Not ameere 
mana? Neither GOD nor man, but betweene 
baths ? Who would be reputed the £Mtlas, 
and Colume of all the world; to Depoſe, 
Diſpoſe , Impoſe in Kingdomes as he pleaſe! . 
When they vadeiſtood this worthie, or ra- 
ther wordze argument, made for his great- 
neſſe : Chriſt committed his Amthoritie and 
place ts the Pope : Math. 16. but all pewer 1 
Heawen and wvpon Earth was given t0Chriſt: 
Math. 28..T herefore the Pope hath this power. 
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alſo,which is little ſhort of blaſphemie ; that 
our Lord (with reuerence be it ſpoken) had 
not ſeemed to haue diſcreetly done, if hee 
had not left one behinde him enabled with 
this power. Afſſuredly , theſe high ſoaring 
ſtraines of Supremacie,could not but be like 
to Seianus Horſe , or the Gold of Tholous; 
dangerous , if not fatall to him who would 
aſpire to poſſeſle it. 
For, that the Title and power of King 
could not thus bee beaten downe, it might 
eaſily bce conceiued by theſe reaſons fol- 
lowing. 1. It was more ancient then the 
tleof ſpirituallRulers : bur the later doth 
not deſtroythe former , Grace ouerthrow- 
eth not Nature; Kings muſt not looſe by 
becomming Chriſtians. 2. Dominion ts 
expreſſely giuen by Scripture ro Kings. 
3. Ir is expreſlely denied by Scripture 
to the Clergie. 4. The Church in this 
world is notat home, ir isa trauailer,a ſtran- 
ger: and there is no reafon that ſtrangers 
ſhould cither expellor command the ancient 
\ Inhabitants, 
Hus much in ſubſtance,but ſomewhat] 
more briefly deliuered - it ſeemed that 
there was not any man'in that preſence, who 
either inrepty or in ſupply, had not ſomwhat 
toſay. That onely was a hinderance tothe 
diſcharging of their minds , which is plca- 
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of women; becauſe they couid not agree 
to ſpeake one at once. Many ſhewed them- 
felues ſo imparient of filence , and they who 
vpon aduiſement could haue ſaid leaſt, were 
vpon the ſodaine moſt franke & forward in 
words, At the laſt,that which was the cauſe 
that no man could have free liberty of 
ſpecch;, did drive them all into a dumbe 


apprehended * by a thicke Theologian ; 
whoſe formall attire, countenance and car- 
riage, was a good ſupplie to other defects. 
And ſo hauing compoſed himſfelfe to all 
complements of grauity and grace; hee be- 
gan his ſpeech after the ſet & folemne man- 
ner of thoſe , who contenting themſclues 


with commendation of memory, doe more 
diligently endeauour to repcate then to re- 

lyc, | 
You haue declared vnto vs (ſaid hee) that 
the properqualities of the rights of Maieſty 
are,to be both perpetuall andalſoabſolute; 
as neither depending vpon any: ether, nor 
yet held cither vpon charge, or withexcep- 
tion and reſtraint, That theſe rights. conſiſt 
in managing affaires of higheſt nature,which 
cannor bee ſeparated from the foueraigne| 
power: becauſe vponthe guiding of them, 
all the fortunes of a State doe follow. That 
nothing is of ſo high nature in a State, as is 
religion : and that therefore the- ordering 
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thereof 
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thereof is annexed, asa right of Maieſtie, to 
the ſoueraigne power; whether ir bee ſet- 
ledin a King, or in the Nobility, orin the 
people. For, ſeeing Religion commandeth 
the Conſcience, and holdeth the Soule in 
ſubicRion; if ſupremacie therein bee ac. 
knowledged to be in a forraigne Prince,the 
finewes of domeſticall Soncraignty are cut 
in ſunder, You haue brought cenaineex- 
| amples of dangerous conſequence, when 
either Strangers or SubieRs haue beene fol- 
lowed for Religion. You ſhewed that for 
{auoiding the like dangers, two pollicics 
wereanciently obſerued:one conſiſted in ex- 
cluding externall Ceremonies and Rites;the 
other, .in ſetling the gouernment for mat- 
ters in Religion, inthe ſupreme power and 
authority in the State, That this laſt was 
praiſed among the Iewes, Zgyptians and 
in divers other Countries. In the fobre 
great Monarchies alſo of Aſſyria,of Perſia, 
of Grzcia and of Rome.Of Rome(you ſay) 
firſt, vnder the gouernment of Kings ; 74 
condly,in the popular State ; thirdly,vnder 
Heathen Emperours; and laſtly (for a good 
ſpace) vnder Chriſtian Emperours. Who 
in matters of circumſtance and of external! 
forme in Religion, both vſed, and were ac- 
knowledged to haue ſupreame authoritie ; 
of whoſe Lawes diuers were afterwards ci- 
ther aſſumed by Popes, or attributed _ 
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(them. Concerning matters of ſubſtance, 


and of internall forme, they aſlembled gene- 
rall Councels ; wherein they held the Pri- 


[mpertall Decree. Youdeclared alſo, that 
when Conſtantinople was aduanced to bee 
the head ofthe Empire, a ſtiffe ſtrife did a. 
riie betwixtthe Biſhops of Conſtantinople 
andof Rame, whether ſhould bee greateſt: 
that diuers Emperours fauoured the Church 
of Conſtantinople; but atthelaſt, Pope Boye- 
face obtained of the Emperour Phecas, that 
the Sea of Rome ſhould bee the chicfe of all 
other Churches. This you account an er- 
rour in gouernment; to ſettle a power of ſo 
bigh quality,in a place farre diſtant from the 
principall ſtrength of rhe Empire, For here- 
by the Biſhops of Rome did grow to ſuch! 
[greatneſſe, that they drew the weſt part of 
the Empire to reuolt ; and left the reſidue 
fora prey tothe barbarous Infidels. Laſtly, 
you haue ſhewcd, that the Biſhops of Rome 
aduancing their authority by degrees, haue| 
beene of power, to reduce the weſt Empire 
toa feeble ſtate; andto hold, not the Empe- 
rour alone, but all the chiefe Kings. in Eu- 
rope, citheras Vaſſalls, or as Tributaties to 
their Sea. Generally they haue challenged | 
Soueraigne iurisdiRion ouer all Kingdomes 
and Common-wealthes inthe world: wher- | 
by they hauecalt divers Countries,: and a- 
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mong others this Realme of England into 
deſperatediſtreſles. 

Now, before anſwere ſhould bee offered 
to all theſe ſcuerall points, I would thinke it 
fit (vnder the leaue of better Iudgements)to 
take ſome reaſonable reſpite to aduiſe vpon 
them; becauſe queſtions of this high nature, 
are not alwayes the ſame which ſodainely 
they ſeeme : and he bewrayeth roo great 0= 
pinion of his owne ſufficiencie, who pre. 
ſently will vndertake a controuerſie of this 
weight. Burt,if Chriſt hath expreſſely com- 
mitted ſupreme power in religion to the Sea 
of Rome, then 1s no place left to theſe rules 
andreaſons of State. 

Nay (anſwered the Biſhop) I haue prote-. | 
ſed before, that we haue neither leaſure nor 
luſt to engulph our ſelues in ſuch an Ocean, 
If Chriſt hath expreſſely committed to the Sta 
of Rome! This is a large _ indeed;and 
that which willneuer ſettle in the opinion of 
many,who are otherwiſe firmely affeed to! 
the doQtine of the Church of Rome. Yea, 
I am aſſuredly perſwaded, that the violence 
of ambition hath pulled many Biſhops of 
.Rome from their owne iudgement , in ma- 
king claime to that anthoritic , which they 
neuer had, either ritleto hold, or abilitie to 
rule, For diuers of them being ſodainely 
borne'out of a low retired ſtate; namely, 


from ſome Cloyſter or Heremitage into an | 
vn- 
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ynknowne Sea of abſolute authoritie, th | 
were ouerſwayed therewith , like a ſimall 
boate with too large a ſaile. And being men 


— 


for the moſt part, ſpent in age, vntrained in 
experience, and neither by nature nor by c- 
ducation of abilitie, to conceiue the bounds 
and degrees of great affaires; they rooke to 
themſelues a licentious libertie, Suppoſing 
it reaſonable, yeaaltogether neceſſary, that | 
all the Kings and Princes of the earth, who | 
hold their eſtate immediately from heauen, | 
who recciue their power from the hand of | 


paſſions, the ficrie fury, the ignorance, the 
errors, the malice,of one haughtie and hu- 
merous man; whoſe weakneſle is ſubie& (as | 
it hath bcen plainly declared by their liues) 
to all immoderate morions of humanitic.] 
And all this vpon no other ground , bur be-| 
cauſe Chriſt ſaid to Saint Peter, T how art Pe-, Matth. 16. 
ter,and pon this rocke will 1 build my Charch, | 
&c. But what is this to Supremacie 2 Whar 
is this to the Biſhop of Rome 2 diuers que- 
ſtions muſt bee cleered before this will ſerue 
the one or the other. | 

For, firſt it is but weakly aſſured, thatS.| 32, 
Peter ever was at Rome. Many reaſons are 
allcagedagainſt ir; and many authorities are | 
brought for ir. But ir often happeneth,that | 
the common conſent of Writers is like vato 


[a flocke of fowles ; as one flicth,all doe fol: 
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was biſhap of Rome. For, being an Apo- 
ſtle,his charge was generall; Goe teach all na- 
tions; andthercfore not to bee, as a Biſhop, 
eirhex limitted or ſetled in any one particular 
place. Or if wee will ſay, that either by ap- 
poyntment,or by choiſe, fome part of this 
generall charge was apportionedto S.Peter, 
then this ſcemeth, or rather is moſt aſſured 
to haue been 1udca, by that which S. Pas/ 
hath written : Thar, the Gofpell of Circumci- 
ſion was committed to Peter , as the Goſpell 
the uneircumciſion was vniohim. And there- 
fore wee finde in Scripture, that S. Paul was 
exprellely ſent to Rome; but that S. Peter 
was euer at Rome, we hold it by tradition. 
This is further confirmed by the long a- 
bode which S. Peter made in Tudea, and 
by the ſhort ſtay which is poflible hee 
could hauemade at Rome; cuen by compu- 
tation of them who beſt fauoured the dig- 
nitic of that Sea, h 
With that he called for Onephrins,and out 
of himread : That S. Perer liucd after the 
death of Chriſt 34. yeares, 3.moneths, and 
| odd dayes; that the firſtnine yeares hee re- 
mained in Tudea; that inthe renth yeare af- 
ter Chriſts Paſſion, in the end of the ſecond 
yearc ofthe Empire of Claudjus, hee depar= 
red from Tudea for fearc of Agrippa, from 
whole impriſonment he bad becn deliuered 
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| "Sccondly, itis lefſe aſſured that ever hee 
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by an Angell; that after-hee had trauailed 
preaching through many countries, hecarre 
to Rome, and there contended;with S707 
| Magus : That after foure yeares ſptmt intr2- 
uaite & abode atRome, 4grippe beingdead, 
for feare of whom he forſooke Iudea; hete- 


the Councell of the Apoſtles, wherein Cir. 
cumciſion was abrogated: That after this he 
remained ſeuen yeares at Antioch, that in 
the beginning of the Empire of Nero,he re- 
turned to Rome, and from thence trauailed 
almoſt through all the parts of Europe: that 
comming againe to Rome inthe laſt yeare of 
Nero, S.Paul and he werethere martyred. 

To this agreeth that which 7reness ſaith *; 
The bleſſed Apoſiles Peter and Paul, laying the 
foundation of the Church of Rome,committed to 
Linus the Biſhopricke, or charge of adminiſty a- 
tion of that Church, 

Now, the third queſtion is , Whether 
Chriſt as man had any temporall dominton. 
Wee know, that Chriſt as he is the Sonne of 
|GoD, is the King of Glorie, and hath all 
| power in Heaucs, and vpon Earth, whoſe 
; kingdome ſhall neuer cither determine, or 
| decay. But as he was the ſonne of man, hee 
had not where to reſt his head, hee profeſſed 
plainly,T hat hrs kingdowe is not of this world. 
| * But the Pope claimeth to bee the Vicar of : 
| Chriſt,nor as God,nor as a glorious and im- 
| L 3 mortall 


turned to Ieruſalem,and wasthere preſent at] 
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derunt Lind. © 


* Dicimus Pata] | 


habere :Nud off 
ci quod babs- 
it Chriſlas cam 
in teri inter 

I omines bum ane 
nM vinerets 
Neg enim Ponti- 
fea tribuere of- 
ficia que babuit 
Chniftus ut Dens, 


vel vi bomo inm- | 
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mortallman; bur as hee liued a morrall man 
vponearth. And aſſuredly, as ſo hee lined, 
Chriſt did neither impeach nor impairethe 
cemporall right of any man: the ſame au- 
thoritie that Princes had , either by the Law 
of Nature, orof Nations, before his com- 
ming ; the ſameheleft vatouched at his de- 
parture. The ſame temporall ſubieftion al. 
ſo which his Apoſtles did beare co their 
Princes before they followed Chriſt, the 
ſame they owed afterward ; as being no im- 
pediment to the preaching or propagating 
of 'the Goſpell. This they profeſſed , this 
they practiſed; this they openly declared, 
both in their doQrine, and in their demea- 
nour, | 

The fourth Queſtion may bee, Whether 
by theſe words, T how art Peter, &c. or by a- 
ny other, Chriſt gaue to Saint Peter and 
to his ſucceſſours, any ſpeciall power or Iu- 
riſdition, either ſpirituail or ſecular, more 
the vnto the re{idue of rhe Apoſtles. Where 
did heexerciſe? when make claime to any 
ſuchpower ? by which of the Apoſtles was 
it acknowledged « by what ancient Father 


| Chriſtian Religion, is it probable, is it poſſi- 


of the Church aduowed * For if this pre- 
rogatiue of authoritie be a maine ground of| 


ble,that the Euangeliſts and Apoſtles ſhould 
not muchenforce,not once mention it - Did 


Saint Peter himſelfe ſo little eicher know, or | 
ns Iegard 
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regard his ownedignitie: Would the Apo- 
fe Saint Paxl, in that large Epiſtle which 
- [hee wrote to the Church of Rome, when 
their faith was moſt famous 2; in which E- |« 1 Rem, s, 
piſtle he comprehended,as T heodoret ſaith Þy | 7 prefer. in 
All kinde of learning and an exact and copious | tif. Pouli,0m- 
diſcuſiing of opinions,haue ſpokennothing of | g,,2995 0 
this prerogative and power, whereon many |7atam copio/am- 
/poynts of dodrine in the Church of Rome | 4** 22marum 
doenow depend 2 Afſuredly this argument — . 
ab abnegatione Scripture , is a molt forcible 
argument in principall poynts of faith. Yea, RE. 
'diuers teſtimonics of Saint Pas doe beare 
againſt it : Saint TA»guſtine, Saint Cypriam| Aug, ref? 50, 
and others of principall authoritie in the | «42.227. 
Church doe expreflely denie it. Whereas yn re 
the Scripture giueth 1o large and plaine te- 
ſtimony, both for thetitle and authoritic of 
Kings, as it ſeemeth no greater can be added 
thereunto, 

The fifth Queſtion may bee, whether 
any power was giuen vnto Saint Peter , as 
Biſhop of Rome (which before the Aſcen- 
fion of Chriſt hee could not be) otherwiſe, 
how falleth ir, that the ſame ſhould bee ra- 
ther fixed in the Church of Rome, then in 
| the Church of Antioch , or any of thoſe| 
Churches, where it is manifeſt by the 
| Scriptures , thar he remayned many yeares; | 
' imploying himſelfe in the exerciſe of his 

charge ? | 


Sixtly, | 
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ſhall any vnder pretence of ſucceſſion 
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Sixtly, what aſſurance can wee hate, that 
the power which is ſaid to bee commirted to 
S, Peter, was to bce tranſmitted entirely to 
any of his Succeſlors in place; who are o | 
farre from being mentioned, as it is nothing 
probable that cuer they were ment. For, | 
as Matthias was not the worſe for ſuccee- 
ding 1Iudas m place; ſo is not any manthe 
better , onely for his locall ſucceſhion to 
S. Peter. The Canon law faith : they are wot 
the children of Saints who occupie their roomes, 
but who doe their workes ©, 

The VII. queſtion may bee, whether the 
Biſhop of Rome bee Saint Peters Succeſlor, | 
For,may any thing bee hereditarie inan A-| 
poltleb? May a Biiſhop bee an Apoſtles 
Heyre? May an Apoltle bee ſubiet to a 
Biſhop? Baronius accompteth that S. Peter 
dyed inthe yeare fixtic ninc, and Saint 194 
in the ycarero0rx, By which Computation 
Saint Jobr lived 3 2. years after the death of 
Saint Peter, Dareany of the moſt reſolute 
Romaniſts afftirme, that during all this time! 
Saint 1obp was cither not of the Church, or 
elſe in ſubicion to Linus and CAnacletas , 
to bee ordered and direted by them © to 
viſite theirSca * to kiſſe their feete ro doe 
all other ceremonics of obedience to them? 
Away, away. S. Peter refuſed ſuch beha- 
uiours of ſubieQion:froma Centurion: and 
from | 
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him, 
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" and afterwards diſpoſſeſſcd of all. And 
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him, claime, yea extort it from ſupreme 
Princes £ Many queſtions may allo riſe, 
touching the lawfull right of Succeſſion ; 
whether cuery Pope were Canonically ele. 
Red z whether not by Simonie, or by force, 
or by ſome other monſtrous meanes, which 
made them incapable of fucceſſion. 

Laſtly, ſeeing the promiſes of God are 
with exception ; if wee continue in obedi- 
enceto his will; according to that which 
| Moſes hath ſaid : Know therefore that the 
Lord thy God, he is God, the faithfull God, who 
 keepeth conrnant and wercie with them that loue 
 bim and keepe his commandements. Andther- 
fore,although all che Land of Canaan was 
 expreſsly promiſed,to Abraham and to his 
ſcede for an euerlaſting poſſeſſion : yet was 
the poſterity of Hbraham for their diſobe. 


dience,fi:ſt caſt our of the greateſt part ther- 


although the Kingdome of Iſracl was ex- 
prefsly promiſed ro David and to his ſeed 
for euer; yet the ſucceſſion was broken off 
by reaſon of their finnes, And againe,ſceing| 
the Church of Epheſus, although furniſhed 
with many exccllent vertues, was threatned 
notwithſtanding , that the Candleſticke 
ſhovld bee removed our of his place , on-1y 
for that their firſt loue was abated, If wee 
ſhould ſappoſe ( ſuppoſall is free ) that ex. 
preſſe promiſe was made to Saint Peter,and 
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tro his Succeflorsthe Biſhops of Rome, that 
[they ſhould repreſent the authority of 
Chriſt vpen earth; it will bee a hard piece 
zo perſwade men who haue not abandoned 
their owne judgement; that this power 
was not long fince either expired or reuo.-. 
ked : by reaſon of the diſſolute diſorders, 
the irregular outrages and impietics , which 
haue been ordinary inthat Sea. CAlarceliine 
ſacrificed to Idols; Liberius was an Arian 
another a Neſtorian; another an Eutychian; 
another a Monothelite;(and which is worlt) 
another,and another and many others were 
meere Atheiſts: in regard of whom it ſee. 
meth ſomewhat tollerable that the Icſuites 
haucaftirmed ; that a man who is no Chri- 
(tian,may bethe Pope. Anaſtaſius the ſecond 
embraced the errour of Acatius. Sabinian 
was a man of baſe behauiour,and altogether 
oppoſite to rhe yertues of Saint Gregory,C 
ſfantinethe ſecond procured himſclfe ro bee 
eletcd by corruption and force. 1704r the 
eighth was a woman and a harlot, Roma- 
mes, T heodorns, 1ohn thetenth, and Chriſto- 
pher were infamous;for fcditions, Symony, 
luſt, and other baſe abuſes in life. 7obn 11, 
the Baſtard of Pope Sergizs, was clefed by 
fauour of Thegdorahis miſtriſſe. 1047 the 13. 
was accuſed of many vile villanies before 
the Emperour 0tho the great. Boxiface the 
7. attained his place by corruption,and main- 
tained | 


_—_ 
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tained it by Sacriledge, Si/neſter the ſecond | 
was aMagician, and cameto his dignity by | 
couenanting with the diuell, Benedict the | 
10. was compelled to quit his place becauſe 
of his Symony. Bonrfacethe 8. was aduan-| 
ced like a Foxe, reigned like a Lyon, and di-! 
edlikeadogge. What * ſhall weeſay, that! 
all theſe were the Oracles of Heauen © the! 
heads of the Church? the guides & grounds | 
of Religion ? the Succeſſors of Saint Peter? | 
the Vicars generall of Icſus Chriſt? Shall we 
aduancethem in regard of their place,aboue| 
the cloudes; and yet depreſlethem for their 
| lives, cuen downe ro Hell 5 Will worldly 
| Princes indure ſuch, who are not onely vn- 
ſeruiceable vnto them, bur diſhonourable , 
| butrebcllious, for their Liefrenants ? May 
'a man beea Catholike, yea head of the Ca-/ 
| tholike Church ; and yet an Hereticke, an 
; Infidell, an Atheiſt 2 Didall theſe ſucceed 
| Peter ? yea ſure; as diſeaſes ſucceed health. 
Were thcſc Seruants of Seruants?yea,cuen 2s 
' Diogenes called Alexander ſeruant of fe - 
| uants; as being {lauiſhto his owne concupil- 
cences and defires. And ſeeing good lite is 
' a fruit of faith ; ſeeing faith is expreſſed by 
| ations of life : ſhall wee ſay that theſe men 
who liued in this ſorr,could neither erre nor 
faile in faiths Alas! how then would they | 
have lined,if they could have errcd or failed | 
in faith - 
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1will nor digge deepe into this dunghtll : | 
! omit the famous ſcandalls of that Sca,For- 
moſus and his I X. Succeſſors, I will not 
ſpeake of the herefies of 7ohn the 23. of the | 
ſcandalous deportments of Engenins the 4. 
of the Inceſts, Sorceries, Poyſonings, and 
cur-throat cruelties of LMlexander the 6. of 
the couctoulneſle, the cruelties, the periu- 
ries, the blaſphemies, the adulteries,the So- 
dometries, the diſdainfull pride,the cunning 
diſſimulation,and otherinfamous behauiour 
of divers other Biſhops of Rome, It isnoto- | 
rious with what detriment to Chriſtian 
Countries, Exgenias violated the League 
which had bzene ſworne with the Turke, & 
Alexander the 6. cauſed Ziimms the Turks 
brother to bee empoyſoned. I will inolue 
in filence the two monſters lately hatched 
withinthat Sea; to the broad blemitſh of re- 
ligion, to the vtter ouerthrow of ciuill ſoci. 
ety : theone Aquiuocation;the o:her Par- 
ricide of Princes, and raiſing rcbellions for 
the cauſcof Religion. In one word to the 
poynt of ourpurpole, as Chriſt denyed the 
Tewesto beethe Children of Abraham, be- 
cauſe they did not the workes of Abraham, 
and as Saint Paul ſaid,that the chi:dren, not 
of the fleſh, but of the faith of Abrahars. 
were to bee accounted hisſecd : in regard 
whereof Saint Johnalſo ſaid, that many af: | 
timed chemſcluesto be Iewes, who were 


| not: | 
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not : ſo wee may fafcly defend, that the 
erue ſucceſſion of Saiar Peter and of the 0. 
ther Apoſtles confiſteth, not in comming at- 
terthemin place, but in holding their do- 
Qrine, and imitating their godlineſle in life, 
This (faith Gregory NaJianFene) (and not 
ſucceſſion in place) is i= proper ſenſe to bee 
taken for ſucceflion. For hee that profeſſeth the 
ſame faith, poſſeſſethalſs the very ſame Chaire ; 
the difference of Sea, ts the difference in faith, 
T his is a ſucceſſion in truth andindeed ; that 
| is onely a Succeſſion in name. Stratocles pub- 
liſhed inthe Cirie of Athens, that whatſo- 
| euer the Tyrant Demetrizs ſhould ordaine, 
the ſame was to bee eſteemed holy be- 
fore God, and iuſt before men. When Cam- 
biſes was defirous to eſpoule his Siſter, the 
_ was iuſtified by this Law of the Perſi- 


Doubtleſle', (ſaid hee ) many Biſhops of 


bearethrough Dzabolical! drifts, haue beene 
rather Succeſſors to theſe men, then to any 
of the Apoſtles. 

To conclude, with anſwere to thoſe 
who can finde a difference berweene the 
Pope and the Pope; betweene the Popeas 
being a man , and the Pope as being Biſhop 
of Rome, betweene the Pope in his Conft- 
ſtorv, and the Pope in his Palace, or among 
his Souldicrs in the field; betwecne the Im- 
| M 3 periall 


Rome in claiming Hyperboticall power, to| 
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periall and Pontificall Pope; I will tell you | 
what Falgoſius, he that was throwne our of 
State in Liguria , reported of a certaine 
Archbiſhop of Colen. As this Archbiſhop 
being alſo Duke of Colen, paſſed through a 
ſmall Village in Germanze, with fo greata 
traine of armed men (according to the fa- 
ſhion of that people) thar it neerely appro- 
ched the greatneſle of anarmie :* a certaine 
countrey fellow brak: foorth into a loude 
laughter againſt him. And being therefore 
preſented beforethe Archbiſhop, he boldly | 
ſaid; that he could nor refraine both to Jaugh 


and toadmire ; conſidering the grear pouer- 
tie, the great humilitie , wherein the Apo- 
ſtles paſſed rhe trauailes of this life:that the 
who carrie themſeclues for the Apoſtles ſuc. 
ceſlors, ſhould thus plunge themiclues both 
in plentie and in pride. Simple fellow, ſaid 
the Archbiſhop, I doe now beare the ſtate | 
and preſence of a Dnke; I repreſent an 
Archbiſhop when I am within the Church, 
Ar this ſpeech ; the fellowe did riſe into a 
more broad and bold laughter. And being 
demanded rhe cauſe therof: I pray you, ſaid 
hee, whileſt this Duke ruineth the Church, 
both by aRion & example;how is theBiſhop 
in the mcane time b1fied « And when this 
Duke for this cauſe ſhall goe to the Deuill, 
what ſhall then become of the Biſhop - 

.. There was not any amongſt vs, who did| 
not 
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not countenance this conceit with a ſmile. 
And this had pur a period to our diſcourſe, 
had 'not-one maintained it with further } 


ueſtions ſo fully followed, as then he ſaw 
them fairely laid. Affirming,that thereby he 


ſible ro find a worke of ſogreat waight, as is | 
the Supremacie of the Biſhop of Rome,vp- 
on ſo weake and feeble a foundation. But 
this will require (ſaid hee)both the leaſure 
' and labour of ſome excellent Diuine. | 
True(anſwered the Biſhop)and yet many | 
'of theſe queſtions haue a mixture of huma- 
[nitie: a mixture alſo both of the Ciuill and 
Canon Law. And I haue often maruailed} 
(with that hee caſt a fide countenance vpon 
me)by what meanes it falleth,when in other 
countries the Profeſſors of theſe Lawes are: 
moſt accompliſhed Schollers, and fitteſt for: 
matters of mixt profeſſions 2 but in England 
onely, diuers of the chiefe of them either 
arc,or(at leaſtwiſe)are reputed tobe men of 
| emptie boldnes: not only not being well ſea- 
ſoned and qualified cither in their ownepro- 
feſſion,or in any otherMt hating and oppo- 
ſing againſt thoſe (as I haue heard) whom 
they thinkeſo eſteemed. 
I was forward to haue anſwered. Bur it 
appearcd,that the intent of the Biſhop was, 
by crofling into this queſtion, to cut off the 


ſpeech : Thar hee would gladly heare thele | 


ſuppoſed it would appeare; that it is impo: | 
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ather, For, amore | 
Fee fl conference berweene him and mee; | 

fell into vatictie of other talke.-.So the 


* | time being wellſpent, after fome cere- 
monics of curteſic, all of vs with- 


lar occaſi ons did *- 4: 
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drew, whither our-particu- Pf I 
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